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Everyone likes doing business with companies that 
offer great service and stick to their promises. So it’s 
no surprise that these are the qualities the commu-
nity expects from its transport companies. The sector’s 
livelihood is based on customers knowing that the 
goods sent will arrive on time and in excellent condi-
tion. This requires transport companies and individu-
als to be motivated and confident, and to put their 
hearts and souls into what they do. You are at the 
core of this. 

You know your abilities and the expectations placed 
on you. And you have high expectations on the equip-
ment you use. There are many trucks you could put 
into operation. However, nothing matches the per-
formance, reliability and smooth power of a Scania V8 
truck. And nothing compares to the convenience of 
Scania’s complete range of transport solutions.

Scania V8 drivers and operators, like you, often treat 
their trucks almost reverentially and customise them 
to their taste. This issue of the Legend looks at owners 
and drivers around the world who depend on Scania’s 
reliable and robust V8 trucks to provide a comfortable 
working environment and to make their jobs  easier 
– besides enjoying the outstanding performance, 
of course.

V8 engines have been at the heart of Scania for 
more than 40 years and have proven their worth 
time and again. We have continually adapted our V8 
truck engines to all operating conditions and legal 
and operational requirements imposed on them. 
The arrival of Euro 6 legislation in Europe has been 
a challenge Scania trucks have, once again, risen to 
meet. Scania V8 trucks are also proving their worth in 
new and developing markets where they are gaining 
a  following of dedicated professionals. 

Christopher podgorski
Senior Vice President, Trucks, Scania

Rising to  
the challenge

For previous issues of  
Legend, see page 30.
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Australia
Scania auStralia has been putting 
local drivers behind the wheel of an 
R 620 V8 demo unit, leaving many 
extremely impressed.
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Charles Russell 
Transport Group
Gloucester, UK

Charles Russell Transport Group has a unique 
approach to the transportation business.  The 
company’s founder, Charles Russell, describes 
it as providing a ‘cradle to grave’ service. The 
company specialises in transporting abnormal 
and unusual loads, including heavy machinery, 
aircraft, boats and sculptures. These can weigh 
anything from 1,000 to 60,000 kg. 

The backbone of the business is the modern 
fleet of 25 Scania trucks. More than half of these 
are Scania V8 trucks that range from 500 to 730 
hp. Russell acquired his first Scania 141 in 1976 as 
a way of supporting his growing business. Russell 
is the son of a farmer, but rather than follow-
ing in the family tradition, he learned to drive 
as soon as he could and set up his own business 
transporting livestock to local markets. In 1972 
the opportunity came to move into industrial 
transportation. Russell’s first contract was with 
a Swiss engineering group – a customer whose 
business he retains today. 

Meeting the future 

head-on
Charles Russell Transport Group specialises in transporting 

and installing abnormal and unusual loads, just about anywhere 
in the world. The company relies on a modern Scania fleet, 

including more than a dozen V8s, to get the job done.
text Elaine McClarence  photo Rob Payne
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Charles Russell  Transport Group 
is a venerable family firm with an 
 emphasis on quality.
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“For an owner-driver in the 1970s,  Scania 
was always the best,” Russell says. “More power 
could cut journey times and there was the 
quality in the build of the truck. The Scania 141 
had such a good turn of power and good 
performance.”

Today the company replaces its fleet every 
five to seven years and buys between three and 
five new Scania trucks each year. Most of these 
are V8s. “They have good residual value and are 
always in high demand,” Russell says.

The 45-year-old company’s dedication to 
 handling challenging loads and safely install-
ing them has helped make it reasonably 
recession-proof and it now has a staff of 35. It 
operates as two separate companies, one deal-
ing with uk activities and another handling 
international transportation. The companies 
are run by Russell’s two sons, Oliver and Ben, 

along with international transport manager, 
Steve Wallbridge.

Russell says he runs an unashamedly old- 
fashioned family firm with an emphasis on 
 quality. He has a very loyal workforce and the 
longest serving employee has been with the 
company for 27 years. The company employs 
its own drivers and each is assigned to a 
 particular truck. “As drivers can be away for 
up to two weeks at a time, it is important that 
they are happy and driving Scania keeps them 
happy,”  Russell says. “They are driver-friendly 
vehicles.”

Vince Staunton, one of the longer serving 
drivers, has driven Scania V8s for 30 years and 
undertakes international assignments with 
his current R 620 V8. “In driving circles, most 
aspire to drive the V8,” he says. “The power of 

Charles Russell
Owner
 Charles russell 
TransporT Group

Charles Russell has two passions that 
occupy what little free time he has. He 
runs a small farm and restores vintage 
trucks. On the truck side of things, he 
has a complete set of Scania V8 trucks, 
with vehicles from every decade since 
the V8 engine was introduced in 1969.  
He hopes to eventually display these in 
a museum. They include a 1972 140, 
a 1980 141, a 1986 142, and a 
1992 143. The 140 has been refur-
bished to show-condition, is reckoned 
to be one of the best of its type in the 
world and is hence Russell’s pride and 
joy. “I was offered to swap it for a new 
Scania,” Russell says. “I said thank you 
for the offer, but I said I could get a new 
one any day but I can’t buy the old 
one anymore!” 

ChaRles Russell prefers Scania V8 
trucks as “they have good residual value 
and are always in high demand.”



the  Scania V8 inspires the confidence that it will 
always get you back home.” Staunton should 
know. He has driven just about everywhere, 
including in Uzbekistan and Siberia.

Despite its traditional approach to business, 
the company is forward-thinking. It employs 
Scania Fleet Management to monitor its trucks 
and uses this tool to improve productivity and 
control costs. Staunton says it is “the respon-
sibility of a driver to drive in an economic and 
responsible manner. This includes  anticipating 
road conditions to ensure the truck keeps 
 running smoothly.”

Staunton says “modern trucks are a 

comfortable environment to work and live in.” 
With the latest braking aids and other innova-
tions, trucks are almost as easy to drive as cars, 
giving drivers more time to analyse traffic.

As Charles Russell Transport acquires new 
Scania V8 trucks, it makes use of the new tech-
nologies and features they offer. Through regular 
driver training and other educational  initiatives 
it ensures its workforce is up to date on the 
 latest techniques, qualifications and legislation. 
It also runs its own apprenticeship scheme to 
foster future talent and to ensure the company 
maintains the standards and quality that are the 
 foundations of its success. 

Scania LB140 350.
Scania R 730.

Scania R144 580.

“The power of the  Scania V8  inspires the confidence
that it will always get you back home.”

Vince Staunton, Scania V8 driver

www.scania.com 

Charles Russell Transport Group  
is based in Gloucester, UK.  
Founded in 1968, it is now a highly 
experienced company involved 
in machinery transportation and 
installation the world over. 

         factS
company
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Scania has helped set a new 
Guinness World Record by assist-
ing in the production of the world’s 
tallest concrete pump.

Mounted on a seven-axle Scania 
V8 truck, the pump was unveiled 
by Chinese concrete-machinery 
 manufacturer Zoomlion. The boom 
is 101 metres long, in seven sec-
tions, and the last four sections 
being made of carbon fibre.

In recent years, the giants of the 
world concrete-pump industry 
have outdone each other time and 
time again on the way to breaking 
the 100-metre length threshold. 

To cope with the weight of the 

seven-section boom, a seven-axle 
chassis was required and this was 
built at Scania’s production facili-
ties in Södertälje, Sweden. It was 
subsequently completed by Laxå 
Special Vehicles, a company with 
a long tradition of building custom 
cabs and chassis for Scania. The 
15.5-metre chassis is powered by a 
620 hp V8-engine and is probably 
the longest ever built by Scania.

The complicated superstructure 
was developed by Zoomlion and 
its Italian subsidiary, the construc-
tion equipment maker Cifa. It was 
built at Zoomlion’s main facility in 
Changsha in central China. 

WORLD RECORD

The pump vehicle is 15.5 metres long. Because the pump 
structure is  mounted on a “normal” truck chassis and not on 

a special  vehicle, it complies with the  maximum dimension 
and footprint  restrictions for road transport.

The  slogan of   
 Guinness World Records 
is  “Officially Amazing”.  
The  company  produces 

an annual reference book 
and operates a website that 

both  recognise records 
such as the one achieved 

by this vehicle.

text Conny Hetting
photo Lucas Holm
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Location: Road 310 (näsberg Losvägen) close to Färila, Sweden
GRoSS tRain weiGht: 60 tonnes

DRiveR: Klas Spring
caRGo: timber

Watch it: The latest addition to the Scania Euro 6 truck 
range is also the most powerful –  the R 730 V8. Scan the 
QR code to the left to see footage of an R 730 V8  performing 
gracefully under pressure, transporting a 60-tonne timber 
load on undulating roads in  northern Sweden. 

Scania V8 R 730 euRo 6

P
h

o
t

o
: d

a
n

 b
o

m
a

n

Färila, Sweden, 20 August, 10:59

completing
the range



10  LEGEND  •  2013 www.scania.com

 lights!
camera! 
action!

sCANIA v8

When scania introduced its new streamline trucks in March 
2013, the company also presented its second-generation Euro 6 

range, including the 520 and 580 hp v8 engines. The company also 
 committed to launch a 730 hp version before the end of 2013. 

text Anders Nordner  photo Göran Wink  

REaD moRE about ScaNia V8 at  www.ScaNia.com/V8.



Smooth cab cor-
ners with small, 
carefully designed 
deflector lips re-
direct the airflow to 
prevent soiling of 
door handles.

New, optional, 
spotlights in the 
sunvisor have 
improved light 
performance.

Styling changes at the front 
include new headlight units, 
LED indicators and daytime 
running lights.

Factory-fitted full 
air deflector kit. 

New aerodynamic sunvisor, with 
integrated LED marker lights, 
improves airflow upwards and 
along the tops of the side windows. 
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a more 
 powerful
feeling
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Scania launched its new 
 scania streamline R-series 
trucks in March 2013. At 
the same time the company 
unveiled many of its second-
generation Euro 6 engines, 
including the 520 and 580 hp 
v8 engines. The 730 hp engine 
was subsequently launched 
in October 2013.

With plenty of lugging 
 power from low revs, the 
engines provide drivers with 
both comfort and fuel econo-
my. The high low-speed torque  
means that low cruising revs 
can be maintained, saving fuel 
without extra attention from 
the driver. 

The Euro 6 v8 engines 
 feature common-rail fuel 
injection (scania xpi) and 
have a variable-geometry 
 turbocharger (vgt) mounted 
at the rear. A newly developed 
water-cooled egr system is 
fitted underneath the right-
hand cylinder bank. 

With typical scania v8 
characteristics, the Euro 6 
v8 engines set the standard 
for driveability and perfor-
mance. They offer torque-
to-power ratios over five – 
a unique  feature. 

Read moRe:  

www.scania.com/euro6 

Second 
 generation  

euro 6

The V8 engines in Scania’s 
recently launched Euro 6 

range set the standard 
for both driveability and 

performance.

scania’s streamline Euro 6 v8 
trucks are powered by the 16.4-litre 
engine platform that was intro-
duced with the 730 hp engine in 
2010. However, modifications have 
produced an even healthier power 
delivery. The torque curve has been 
widened compared to the previous 
730 hp version.

         TRUCK engines
sCania’s v8 eURo 6

New unique LED taillights are 
shaped to mimic the Scania 

 styling traits at the front. 

 The new scania streamline cuts fuel 
consumption up to 8 percent compared 

to previous models.
visit www.scania.com/streamline

sCANIA v8  
sTREAMlINE  

ENHANCEMENTs



an engine’s output 
is rated in horsepower 
and torque. Horsepower 
and torque work hand in 
hand, as horsepower is 
calculated from torque.

Torque is the twisting 
force created in an engine 
by rotating parts – the 
pulling power that gets you 
moving. 

Horsepower is the 
measurement of how fast 
torque is being used – 
what keeps you going.

Indicated in Newton-
metres (Nm), torque gives 
a more complete picture of 
an engine’s performance. 

1 Nm is the twisting 
force in an axle when 
1 Newton of power acts 
perpendicular to a one-
metre-long lever that 
turns the axle.

HorSepower 
and torque

 Emission level Engine output

 Euro 6 520 580 730 hp

 EEV 500 730 hp

 Euro 5 500 560 620 730 hp

 Euro 4 500 560 620 hp

 Euro 3 500 580 hp

          engine Range
sCania’s v8 TRUCK

watch it:  
Scan both of these QR codes 
to see all the new features in 

Scania Streamline.
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SwediSh event company Öppet hav (Open Seas) 
operates a civilian carbon composite version of 
 Combat Vessel 90 called Korpen (Raven) in the 
Stockholm archipelago. The water-jet-propelled 
 vessel is powered by Scania’s new 16-litre V8 marine 
engine, churning out 1,000 hp and giving the Korpen 
a top speed of approximately 45 knots.

Jet fuel  
saver 

text Anders Nordner  photo Dan Boman

taxiBot iS an aircraft dispatch, towing and push-
back vehicle used to move aeroplanes from the gate to 
the runway. It helps to save jet fuel and reduce green-
house gas and noise  emissions as the aeroplanes 

will not have to start their engines until minutes before 
take-off. TaxiBot is  available in narrow-body and wide-
body versions. The latter is powered by two 16-litre V8 
industrial engines, each developing 566 kW. 

swedish company Krossteknik provides 
crushed rock and gravel for use as building mate-
rial. The company’s owner Steve Jansson recently 
invested in an electric stone-crusher. 

“The trend in stone-crusher manufacturing is 
that they are electrically powered rather than by 
a combustion engine,” says Jansson. “The reason 
seems to be they are increasingly computerised 
and integrated. Also, in some instances they can 
use the power grid.” 

Jansson is a keen V8 user and his fleet of 
mobile crushers include two that are powered by 
Scania V8 engines. When the need for a genset 
arose the choice was easy: a Scania Genset sg600 
powered by a 16-litre V8 engine. 

“I chose a really powerful genset to have the 
ability to also power auxiliary equipment such as 
sieves,” he says.

Read moRe about Scania Genset at  
www.scania.com/scania-gensets.

A Swedish building-materials 
company relies on power from a 
Scania Genset to run its electric 

mobile stone-crusher. 

600 kva
Capacity of Scania Genset SG600.

Power on 
 demand

“ I couldn’t resist getting behind 
the wheel of this legendary truck.”
 Dmitriy Boiko, owner of transport company Nadezhda who recently took 
 delivery of Ukraine’s first R 730.

Powerfully  
PartinG 
the SeaS 
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watch it: Scan the 
code to learn more 
about Scania’s marine 
solutions.
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B.E.S.T.
Sardinia, Italy

When Gaetano Dasara started a 
small trucking business in Sardinia 
in the early 1970s, his loads consist-
ed of metal, tiles and marble. These 
construction materials were needed 
for the island’s development into an 
upscale tourist destination.

As Sardinia’s reputation as a 
 holiday paradise spread through 

mainland Italy and abroad, the 
island’s economy grew and, along 
with it, Dasara’s business.

Gaetano’s three sons now run the 
company he started and one of them 
is Raimondo Dasara who believes 
Sardinia’s “paradise” tag is appropri-
ate. “In addition to the natural beau-
ty here, Sardinia’s climate is mild,” 
Raimondo Dasara says. 

In 1977, enjoying the prosperity 
of his growing business, Gaetano 

Dasara invested in a Scania 111. 
The experience was positive so he 
bought a 141 two years later. This 
was his first V8: previously he had 
felt that the cost benefits of a V8 
engine did not make sense, but by 
1979 he had changed his mind. His 
company was  expanding beyond 
Sardinia and a Scania V8, with 
its power and reliability, seemed 
to be a perfect match for the 
growing fleet.  

By the early 1980s, Raimondo 
Dasara and Gaetano’s two other 
sons, Lorenzo and Salvatore, had 
joined the family business. At about 
this time they met  Roberto  Benedetti 
of Toscandia S.p.A. in Livorno, the 
dealer for Scania in Sardinia. “We 
became friends and his fortunes and 
ours became entwined,” Raimondo 
says. In 1982 Gaetano Dasara bought 
two Scania 142s.

In 1988, the three sons were 

pure paradise
From humble beginnings 40 years ago, Sardinia’s b.e.s.t. transport  

 company has grown to record sales of eur 12 million in 2012. Scania V8s 
have  accompanied the company on its journey to success.

B.E.S.T. owner RAIMONDO DAsARA values reliability and uptime – characteristics he found in Scania V8 trucks.
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managing the company. They 
changed its name to Bridge Europe 
 Sardinian Transport (b.e.s.t.) 
because their operations were 
Europe-wide and they felt that their 
name should reflect their range.

Raimondo, who is today in 
charge of operations for b.e.s.t., 
says their loads had also changed 
to include food, medicine, fuel, 
waste materials, dangerous waste 
and equipment. “The most complex 
of our loads are waste materials 
because of the special handling they 
require and the forms we have to 
fill out,” he says.

Reliability and uptime are impor-
tant for all transport jobs, but they are 
crucial for medicine, food and waste, 
he says. For this reason the b.e.s.t. 
fleet is almost entirely Scania. Of its 

36 tractor units, 34 are Scania V8s.
“I must have Scania in my blood,” 

Raimondo says. “I drove them for 
our company years ago and felt 
like king of the road behind the 
wheel. They are quiet, powerful, 
 responsive, long lasting and sur-
prisingly fuel efficient. You would 
think that a V8 with its tremendous 
power would consume a lot of fuel, 
but in fact it is very economical 
to drive.”  

These attributes have helped 
b.e.s.t. with its bottom line. The 
company has grown every year 
since it was founded and in 2012 
sales were eur 12 million.

Raimondo Dasara plans to retire 
a very old vehicle by the end of 2013 
and buy a new truck – a Scania, 
of course! 

a stalwart r143 
In 2002, B.E.S.T. purchased a used Scania R143 for some short-

term needs. “We figured we would replace it after two years,” 
Raimondo Dasara says, “but we are still driving it more than a 

decade later.” The R143 is used for short routes within Sardinia 
and has logged more than 1.4 million kilometres. “We take good 

care of it and it still runs fine,” he says. 

“ They are quiet, powerful,  responsive,  
long lasting and  surprisingly fuel efficient.”
Raimondo Dasara, owner of B.E.S.T.
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Outback OperatiOn

JSW australia didn’t plan to halve its fuel bill 
when it repowered one of its mineral- sample 
drill rigs. But that was the result of installing a 
new 700 hp Scania V8 industrial engine.

The reverse circulation and water well drill-
ing company provides specialist services to the 
mining, petroleum and gas, and government 
sectors in outback Western Australia.

jsw Australia operates seven days a week 
and requires high- power engines that run at 

relatively low revs for 10 to 12 hours a day. It 
needed a powerful yet compact engine to fit its 
sample-drilling rig working in the field.

Steve Payne, jsw Australia Operations 
 Director, says when the company switched 
to a 700 hp V8 engine the resulting reduction 
in fuel costs was substantial. “We have seen 
fuel use fall from around 900 litres to about 
500 litres a day, which is not only a significant 
cash saving but also means less emissions are 

being pumped into the atmosphere, and less 
 downtime is required for refuelling.” 

Payne praises the Scania’s features.
“One technical feature I like is that Scania 

uses a centrifugal oil cleaner on all its engines,” 
he says. “The centrifuge spins out the heavy 
particles. It is a great way to trap muck in the 
oil.” Australia’s first Scania-powered drill rig 
is unlikely to be its last, with two more rigs 
requiring repowering in the near future. 

The new engine is  
being used at Crescent 
Gold’s Laverton mine, 

situated 350 kilometres 
north-east of Kalgoorlie, 

Australia.

“ One technical feature i like is 
that Scania uses a centrifugal oil 
cleaner on all its engines.”
Steve Payne, Operations Director, JSW Australia

text Alexander Corne 
photo Jeremy Tennant
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V8’s success
The secrets of 

Scania V8 trucks enjoy near-iconic status among many 
truck drivers and operators. What’s the reason for the strong 
 positive response? Legend takes a closer look at some of the 

reasons for the Scania V8’s popularity. text Åke R Malm
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 SCANIA LB140
When Scania unveiled the 350 hp V8 
engine in 1969, it was heralded as 
Europe’s most powerful diesel truck 
engine. 

The Scania LB140 models quickly 
won acclaim. They combined high 
 output with a torque curve that flat-
tered the use of low engine speeds 
– a pleasant and effective combina-
tion in a heavy vehicle. Many cus-
tomers also liked the V8 emblem on 
the door and the typical, powerful 
rumble of the engine. The King of the 
Road was born.

 SCANIA R143 500
The launch of the Scania Streamline 
in 1991 started a trend towards more 
aero dynamic heavy trucks. The drag 
factor was cut by 12-15 percent and 
fuel consumption by 4-5 percent. The 
Scania Streamline rapidly acquired cult 
status among truck fans all over Europe.

 SCANIA R 580 
The new Scania Streamline R-series 
V8 trucks are all available with Euro 6 
engines. They have typical Scania V8 
traits, with loads of lugging power from 
low down the rev range.
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          milestones
scania v8 trucks
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1991: Euro 1
By the early 1990s, environmental 

demands had become increas-

ingly important. In conjunction with 

Scania’s 100th anniversary in 1991, 

the company introduced a complete 

range of Euro 1 engines, including 

two V8s: a mechanically governed 

450 hp engine and a 500 hp EDC 

engine, the first Scania engine to 

break the 500 hp barrier.

SCANIA V8 AND EuRo EMISSIoN STANDARDS

Smooth power
A key sensAtion when you drive a Scania V8 
truck is how smoothly the power is delivered. 
Scania works hard to create just the right V8 driv-
ing experience, including a keen response when 
the accelerator is pressed. This is partly a result of 
the way the engine management system runs the 
engine. But behind the software, the V8’s inherent 
properties contribute to the driving sensation. 
For example, during each ignition sequence a V8 
divides the power supplied to the crankshaft into 
eight pulses (as opposed to six in a six-cylinder 
engine), meaning each pulse is smaller. This will 
result in smoother operation, less noise and less 
strain on the powertrain. In fact, the intensity 
of one pulse on the crankshaft in a straight-six 
engine can be thirty percent higher than that gen-
erated in a V8 with equivalent power. It is easy to 
see how this can positively affect service life. 

Works  
of Art
From the 1969 14-litre 350 hp to 
today’s 16-litre 730 hp, the different 
V8 models have all contributed to 
increased productivity. 

CRAnksHAFts can be of two 
types; flatplane or crossplane. 
See the next spread. 

Scania T143 500.

wAtCH it: See the Scania V8 truck engine – 
a masterpiece of  engineering and  layout.
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2000: Euro 3
Scania introduced an all-new 16-litre 

V8 Euro 3 engine to replace the 14-litre 

V8. The new engine was modularised 

with many components in common with 

11/12-litre six-cylinder engines.

Fuel efficiency
A vitAl woRd in the development of  
Scania’s V8 engines is fuel economy. 
While it is influenced by many factors, 
combustion is one of the most impor-
tant. Scania has invested heavily in 
research to develop an optimised com-
bustion chamber. Thanks to the compa-
ny’s modular product system, all engine 
configurations benefit from this. Fuel is 
also saved by extra high-pressure com-
mon-rail fuel injection (Scania xpi) work-
ing in combination with cylinder heads 
designed for high loads and high tempera-
tures, and engine blocks cast in compacted 
graphite iron (cgi). Higher injection pres-
sures will improve combustion and provide 
better fuel efficiency. This attention to detail 
goes all the way to the ducts in the lubrication 
system, where bends are optimised to reduce 
auxiliary system losses. 

Distinctive sound
The sound of a V8 is music to the ears of devo-
tees. But as is the case with a musical instrument, 
correct tuning is required to get it right. The criti-
cal zone for this is between the exhaust valves 
and the turbocharger turbine. Read more in the 
article in the next spread. 

Three steps
one size doesn’t fit all. Scania has V8 truck 
engines in power ratings from 500 to 730 

horsepower complying with applicable 
emissions legislation, including the most 
stringent, Euro 6. For the most demanding 
applications, like haulage of ore in a mine 
or of timber on undulating forest roads, 
the 730 is typically the preferred choice. 
In such situations full use can be made 
of the power and torque that it offers. But 
a V8 is equally suitable in long-haulage 
applications, where the need for maxi-
mum power and torque is less frequent. 

In this case the 520-horsepower Euro 6 
engine is a strong contender, with the robust 
basic design adding service life to the vehicle. 
Meanwhile, the 580 gives its owner the best 

of both worlds. 

Uptime in focus
At tHe top of Scania’s priority list for engine 
development is uptime. It’s only when a truck 
is on the road that it contributes to its owner’s 
business. The V8 is a strong and robust engine, 
equipped with reliable components and thor-
oughly tested for virtually all operating condi-
tions. Uptime also benefits from the fact that the 
engines are designed to cope with gross weights 
of 60 tonnes or more and for applications where 
significant power and torque are in constant 
demand. Even under these conditions engines 
are operating below their maximum perfor-
mance levels. In some mining applications Scania 
trucks with V8 engines handle gross weights of 
up to 200 tonnes. 

Continuous 
improvement
one oF sCAniA’s working methods is continuous 
improvement. Small improvements are incor-
porated on the engines virtually every day. Such 
improvements may involve injectors, materials 
and engine management. This is part of Scania’s 
way of working.

Scania R164 580.

pistons And 
CylindeRs are 
all part of Scania’s 
modular system. 
See the next spread.

inJeCtoRs deliver the required 
amount of fuel into the  combustion 
chambers in a precise manner.  
See the next spread. 

maximum injection pressure used 
by scania’s XPi system. 

2,400bar
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x8
Scania’s XPI fuel-injection 
 system was introduced in 2007 
and revolutionised diesel engine 
performance by providing both 
extremely high pressure and 
 precise controllability. The result 
is excellent fuel efficiency. 

Crankshaft

x1
The Scania V8 engine is a so called 
crossplane V8 – defined by the 
crankshaft layout. The crossplane 
V8 engine’s ability to support very 
large displacements makes it 
one of the most affordable high- 
performance engine types in use. 

Read moRe: www.scania.com/v8. 

Scania R 620

High pressure performer

wAtCH it: See XPI injectors 
being made at Scania’s facilities 
in Södertälje, Sweden.

2005-2009: Euro 4 and Euro 5
In 2005 Scania launched its new range of Euro 4 and Euro 5 

engines, including V8 engines with outputs of 500, 560 and 

620 hp and up to 3,000 Nm of torque, using technologies 

to match the environmental requirements in the most 

efficient manner for all types of transport.
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SCANIA V8 AND EuRo EMISSIoN STANDARDS

even beFoRe you see the badge on 
the grille of a Scania V8 you can tell 
what’s under the hood. The charac-
teristic and powerful melody from the 
engine gives it away. This is an impor-
tant part of the V8 feeling and it requires 
a fair amount of engineering. The criti-
cal zone for engine noise is between 
the exhaust valves and the turbine of 
the turbocharger.  outside of this area, 
the melody of the engine can’t be 
influenced.

“To develop a distinct V8 sound, 

the two cylinders closest to the 
 turbine should be next to each other 
in the ignition sequence,” says  Dennis 
 Konstanzer, Expert Engineer at 
Scania R&D.

What happens is that the sound pulse 
from the ignition of cylinder seven meets 
that from cylinder eight. These will reach 
the turbine at the rear end of the engine 
almost simultaneously. This makes the 
 ignitions of those two cylinders sound 
almost like one. The next cylinder in 
the ignition sequence is number one, 

located at the front end of the engine
“That sound pulse has the longest 

distance to travel before it reaches the 
turbine,”  Konstanzer says. “The result 
is that it sounds like the engine makes 
a rhetorical pause.” 

The calculations behind this include 
both the geometry of the exhaust 
 manifolds and the speed of sound at 
different temperatures. But never mind 
the maths. Just accept that it makes 
the engine sound like a Scania V8 
should – powerful and full of attitude. 

2013: Euro 6
Scania’s Euro 6 V8 engines blend performance and pres-

tige. The new R-series Euro 6 V8s provide exceptional 

performance and character. Proven EGR and SCR tech-

nologies are combined to provide optimum performance. 

Euro 6 is mandatory for new trucks in Europe from 2014.
the number of items in a 
scania v8 engine. 

1,827

pistons and cylinders

Cylinder head

MeLody Maker

essentiAlly,  modularisation means 
offering customers tailor-made vehicles. 
Because each product is made to suit 
the customer’s real-world needs, the 
result is the best possible mix of perfor-
mance and quality. Customers enjoy 
high levels of profitability, low mainte-
nance costs and high resale-value.

Scania’s modularisation business 
model shouldn’t be confused with 
standardisation. With modularisation, 
the aim is to tailor solutions for each 
customer. Every vehicle is specified to 
match the customer’s driving pattern, 
industry, legal environment, local topog-
raphy and climate.

For instance, engine development 
is being driven by the varying emission 
legislation in different parts of the world. 
In response to these, Scania is sup-
plementing its existing range with addi-
tional performance steps. The company 
today has steps from Euro 3 to Euro 6 
emission requirements.

Expert Engineer dennIS  KonSTanzeR explains  
the V8’s characteristic rumble.

SucceSSful modulariSation

Many engine components are common to 
Scania’s entire engine range, regardless of 

the number of cylinders. 

The cylinder heads 
of Scania’s 9-, 13- 
and 16-litre engines 
have exactly the same 
interface.

The bore is the 
same throughout, 
although the stroke 
is varied to change 
the swept volume.

Scania R 730 V8 Streamline

waTch IT: See how 1,827 
items come together in a 
 Scania V8 engine. 
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China’s long-haul trucking scene is one of the 
world’s most challenging, with a wide spectrum 
of vehicles and operators involved. The Saiyu 

 Logistics Company recently bought the country’s 
first Scania V8 Euro 4 truck and has been impressed 

by its hill-climbing ability and uptime. 

Saiyu Logistics Company
Shanghai, China

When the Saiyu Logistics Company in  Shanghai 
purchased China’s first ever Scania V8 truck, 
it was decided that the company’s best driver 
would have the privilege of driving it.

The man chosen was Xiaomao Deng, an 
experienced and capable staff member, who 
was immediately impressed with the truck and 
formed a close bond with it. Admiring colleagues 
have since dubbed him “the V8 Legend”. 

“The V8’s driveability is so good, so cool, 
 especially when we go up mountains and 
 overtake many others,” says Deng, who drives 
a 2,000 km route between the Chinese  cities 
of  Shanghai and Chengdu. “Scania always 
 performs well on uptime. The performance of 
the V8 is  especially good and it can save us at 

text Yawei Wang  photo Jiang Chang

EntEr 
 thE 

dragon

least two hours compared to the other trucks.”
The Saiyu Logistics Company was founded 

in 2003 and transports high value-added goods 
along the Shanghai-Chengdu route. The com-
pany owns eight Scania trucks, including G 420s 
and R 470s as well as the R 560 V8. All have the 
Scania Retarder installed.

The owner of the company, Zhang Zhanming, 
says he feels proud to own such a legendary 
vehicle.

“You know, I am a big fan of Scania,” he says. 
“It’s quite exciting to be the owner of this unique 
truck in China. Scania, King of the road – that 
really touched me.”

Zhanming says he has been truly impressed by 
the performance of his Scania trucks. 

“ The performance 
of the   V8 is 
especially good 
and it can save us 
at least two hours 
compared to the 
other trucks.”
Xiaomao Deng, Scania V8 driver
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“ We have saved  
5 litres of fuel  
per 100 kilometres  
with the entire  
package.” Mikael Kvarforth



Greener 
forestry 

transport
Even the most powerful vehicles, operating in the  toughest 

transport environments, can be made more efficient. 
Well thought-out vehicle specs and on-going driver 

 training have made a major difference to the efficiency 
of forestry-vehicle operator Kvarforth Transport.

Kvarforth Transport
Kvibille, Sweden 

Kvarforth Transport is based in the south-west 
of Sweden and moves timber for the Södra for-
estry group. Gay Kvarforth started the company 
in 1969 with a Scania 76 truck and today he con-
trols day-to-day operations from the base. His 
son Mikael Kvarforth is one of seven drivers and 
the company has four forestry vehicles that make 
deliveries to Södra’s pulp mills and sawmills in 
the south and south-west of Sweden.

Mikael Kvarforth says most of the company’s 
driving is on public roads, but vehicles also oper-
ate on extremely rough forest roads. “Our oldest 
truck is an R 620 and it is quite adequate for our 
runs,” he says. “But then we started to wonder 
whether we could reduce our fuel consumption 
with the R 730. This proved to be the case.”

When Scania offered the option of  linking 
V8 vehicles in forestry-style applications to 
the Ecolution by Scania concept, Kvarforth 
 Transport jumped at the chance. “We now have 
three R 730 trucks specified to comply with the 
highest environmental targets available,” Mikael 
 Kvarforth says. “In addition, we chose a repair 
agreement to provide us with full protection in 
terms of maintenance.” 

 2013 •  LEGEND  27
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Improved qualIty of lIfe
Reducing driving speed doesn’t just save fuel,  

it also helps drivers feel better.

Roine SandStRöm is one of 
two coaches at  Scania-Bilar 
 Sverige who works with driver 
 training. Vehicle and environ-
mental reports supplied by 
 Scania Fleet Management assist 
in his work. Once driver training 
has been completed, the coach 
contacts the driver after the first 
month’s report on vehicle and 
environmental performance has 
been delivered.

“We’re not the ones who do 

the teaching,” Sandström says. 
“The report highlights a number 
of different parameters with col-
oured arrows at different angles 
– red for negative and green for 
positive. After I have gained the 
trust of the drivers, I can go in 
and analyse the opportunities for 
improvement.” 

A monthly follow-up call can 
last between ten and 30 min-
utes. Some 95 percent of drivers 
respond positively to the call and 

adopt a “greener”  driving style. 
“The most common improve-

ments are in coasting and 
 braking,” Sandström says. 
“When the drivers realise how 
much can be saved, they change 
rapidly to a new driving style. 
In addition, many drivers say that 
they feel better physically after a 
shift where they kept the speed 
down. The driver’s stress level is 
reduced and both  working and 
leisure become more relaxed.” 

Ecolution by Scania is a package of products 
and services, tailored to the customer’s specific 
circumstances. The overall aim of the package is 
to find the right balance between fuel economy, 
reduced carbon dioxide emissions and overall 
economy. 

Salesman Mikael Henriksson from the Motor 
AB Halland dealership in Halmstad, Sweden, 
supplied the vehicles to Kvarforth. He says 
get ting the powertrain right is a key part of 
 Ecolution by Scania.

“In this case a relatively fast rear axle was 
selected together with an overdrive gearbox and 
the 730 hp V8,” he says. “Using an alternative 
fuel helps to reduce the environmental impact 
and biodiesel is ideally suited to Scania’s most 
 powerful engines.”

Before a decision was made on the specifi-
cation, the driving data for the older vehicles 
owned by the haulier was analysed. The salesman 
and purchaser also discussed the other compo-
nents that could affect the fuel consumption.

“For example, does a roof rail with light-
ing have an adverse effect on the air resistance?” 
 Henriksson says. “On the other hand, this may be 
more justified on a forestry vehicle than on a long-
haul truck rig. If we pick the right components, it 
is quite possible to save ten percent on fuel.”

It is also important to train and coach the 
drivers in fuel-efficient driving. This resulted 
in a significant change in driving style. Mikael 
 Kvarforth says today the drivers drive less 
aggressively and more thoughtfully.

“We have saved 5 litres of fuel per 100 kilome-
tres with the entire package,” he says. “The aver-
age consumption of the 60-tonnes gross weight 
vehicles is now 52 litres/100 km, which includes 
crane loading for around 1.5 hours per shift.” 

Driver coach  
Roine SandStRöm 
helps drivers improve  
their skills.

Money-saving scheme
  Ecolution by Scania is a set of products and 
 services that help transport companies 
and drivers to reduce fuel consumption 
and carbon dioxide emissions, while at the 
same time increasing road safety. 

  The vehicles are customised to meet each 
company’s requirements and needs in 
order to yield savings through increased 
efficiency, smarter fuel alternatives and 
 performance monitoring. 

  Ecolution by Scania also includes driver 
training and coaching, environmental perfor-
mance analyses in real-time through Scania 
Fleet  Management and maintenance agree-
ments with checkpoints that go beyond the 
regular maintenance programme. 

Read moRe: www.scania.com/
products-services/ecolution-by-scania

ecolution by scania

Scania V8 driver and owner 
 mikael kvaRfoRth reduced the fuel 

consumption by choosing a R 730.
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full tilt

it may look like this Scania R 560 B-double truck is about to be fired at 
the moon.  However, the vehicle’s 55-degree  orientation is actually the 
most efficient way to deliver its load of 140 cubic metres of wood chips 
at an Australian Bluegum Plantations terminal.

Scania customer Porthaul owns two V8s as part of a mixed fleet, and 
this R 560 makes repeated trips to the hydraulically elevated tipper 
each day. The entire off-loading process is highly automated and takes 
about eight minutes. 

Porthaul’s owner, Brian Williamson, says his drivers were more 
 accustomed to American bonneted-trucks, but were quickly won over 
by the silence in the Scania trucks.

“We were amazed,” Williamson says. “We couldn’t get them out of 
the Scanias once they had had a go. They appreciate the comfort, the 
 quietness and the features Scania has put in. They want to be comfort-
able when they are working and not tired when they jump out at the 
end of a 12-hour shift.” 

The job of loading and 
unloading wood chips puts 
a Scania truck in Australia 
into some unusual posi-
tions. Despite this, the 

vehicle is easily meeting all 
demands placed on it.

text Alexander Corne
photo Charlie Suriano



text Anders Nordner  photo Scania

2 
In 2010 the second issue 
of Legend was released 
and focused on the  Scania 
R 730, the flagship model 
of Scania’s V8 truck 
 offerings. With four power 
ratings to choose from, 
Scania’s V8 customers 
have a wide choice that  
nobody can match. Also 
in this issue, four Euro-
pean field test drivers put 
the new Scania V8 truck 
to the test.

1
Published in 2009, the first 
issue of Legend celebrated 
the 40th anniversary of 
the launch of Scania’s 
legendary V8 engine. The 
world’s most powerful 
truck engine at the time 
increased productivity 
practically overnight.

3 
The third issue of  Legend 
in 2011 showcased compa-
nies from all over the world 
that depend on  Scania V8 
trucks for their livelihood. 
Even though these trucks 
are used for a variety of 
purposes, the companies 
all reap the benefits of 
Scania’s outstanding per-
formance, reliability and 
fuel economy.

5 
In this the fifth issue of 
 Legend we take a closer 
look at Scania’s new Euro 6 
V8 engines as well as the 
new Scania  Streamline 
V8 truck range. We also pay 
tribute to those still using 
Scania V8 trucks from the 
1990s in their daily opera-
tion – lasting value in its 
true meaning. 

Five years of 

LEGEND

4 
Productivity was the 
 common denominator in 
the fourth issue of Legend 
in 2012. Being productive 
means different things 
in different applications, 
 varying from maintaining 
a high average speed in 
harsh conditions to con-
suming fuel as efficiently 
as possible regardless 
of payload.

Share your thoughts on Legend and enter 
the raffle of cool Scania V8 t-shirts.

Scan the QR code to answer 
the survey. The survey is found on 
www.scania.com/legend-survey.

What do you think?
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Hooked on a feeling
text Axel Schmidt  photo Anna Zimmermann

Holger Straub is the owner of Straub 
 Transporte, a small food-transportation busi-
ness in Deiningen, near Augsburg, in the south 
of Germany.

Ten out of the eleven trucks in his fleet are 
Scania R 560 V8s. He has more than just a soft 

spot for Scania, he feels a strong connection 
to the brand.

“The first truck I ever drove was a Scania 
and I have been hooked ever since,” he says. 
 “Working with these trucks is pure fun.” 

Straub took delivery of seven Scania R 560 V8 
trucks in 2012 (see the 2012 issue of Legend). While 
he has been driving one of these for about a year 
now, his enthusiasm hasn’t diminished. “I still get 
excited when I see her,” he says. 

Straub inherited his business from his father, 
and everything related to the company is rela-
tively personal. He takes great satisfaction in 

 seeing things performing well. 
“The Scania R 560 is quite simply 

a reliable truck,” Straub says. “After 
one year in use and approximately 
130,000 kilometres on the road, I’ve 
had only minor issues with the truck 
I drive. These were easily solved.” 

Straub fixes whatever he can 

with his trucks and the rest is done at a Scania 
workshop in Augsburg. The fuel consumption 
of 32 litres per 100 kilometres has been solid 
and is what Straub, as a seasoned Scania owner,  
expected. He  anticipates no surprises over the 
next five years that he plans to have the truck 
on the road.

Straub is far from alone in having a pas-
sion for Scania V8s and he capitalises on this 
when hiring.

“It’s difficult to hire truck drivers,” he says. 
“However the opportunity to drive a Scania 
R 560 V8 helps to get the attention of skilled 
drivers and makes recruiting a whole lot easier.” 

Time is of the essence in the food  transport 
business. “The sheer horsepower of this 
 vehicle helps us save driving time,” Straub 
says.  “Compared with other trucks featuring 
 similar horsepower, the Scania R 560 V8 saves 
at least half or even three-quarters of an hour 
on a cross- country drive.” 

Holger Straub feels a strong 
connection to Scania. The first 
truck he drove was a Scania and 
he’s loved the brand ever since.

Last year, Legend reported on the manufacture of 
Straub Transporte’s trucks. 

“ … the 
opportunity to 
drive a Scania 
R 560 V8 helps 
to get the 
attention of 
skilled drivers.”
Holger Straub, owner of 
Straub Transporte



32  LEGEND  •  2013 www.scania.com

The launch of the Scania 
Streamline in 1991 started 

a trend towards more 
aerodynamic heavy 

 trucks. 

SCANIA 
R143 500

R143M 450, UK:
A red and white beauty 
based in the British Isles.

R143H 420, Denmark:  
“This R143H 420 from 
Denmark is still going 
strong after 1 ,052,000 km.” 

Timeless
qualiTy

More than a million kilometres on the odometer is no 
big deal for a Scania V8 truck. These classics from the 

1990s prove that quality truly is timeless. 

Scania’s Facebook page 
has reached well over 
200,000 fans. Visitors to 
the site (facebook.com/
scaniagroup) often share 
pictures and comment on 
news from Scania. When 
the new  Scania Streamline 
was launched in March, 
many visitors left comments 
about the event. They also 
sent in pictures of Scania 
 Streamline trucks from the 
1990s that were still in use. 
Here’s a selection. 
Enjoy! 

text Anders Nordner  photo Scania

R143 450, Ireland:  
“Still working every day 
on construction work.”

R143H 500, Sweden:  
“I drive this every day! 
R143 500 Streamline.” 

R143H 420, Denmark:  
“This beauty from 
 Henning Sejer Pedersen 
still drives on daily basis 
in Denmark.” 

R143 500, UK: 
“This 1990 model is still 
running. It’s currently 
parked up in Doha whilst 
we sort a backload to 
England. She will be 
back on her way this 
month or the next.”
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The usual way to chrome a vehi-
cle is with foil. This involves cover-
ing the whole truck or car  with a 
thin layer of foil that has a chrome 
appearance. Actually spraying 
chrome onto the vehicle is some-
thing that is rarely done.

Fredrik Pahlm works in decal 
and design at the Billackeringen i 
Mjölby bodyshop in southern Swe-
den. The shop was responsible for 
the design, painting and interior 
design of a spectacular, chromed 
Scania V8.

“It’s a very complicated and time-
consuming process,” Pahlm says 
of spraying chrome. “But one of the 
main advantages, compared with 
using foil, is that the V8 logo can be 
painted in afterwards and be given 

a completely different finish.”
The technique involves painting 

all the vehicle’s parts with a white 
colour that is then burnt so that 
it completely dries. This takes a 
couple of days. The surface is then 
treated with a water-based primer 
and finally rinsed thoroughly with 
deionised water.

Next, two hoses supplying two 
different types of liquid chemicals 
are hooked up to a spray gun. The 
liquids combine with each other in 
the air to produce a chemical reac-
tion on the surface of the vehicle.

“You then have about 10 or 15 
seconds to obtain the special 
chromed appearance before the 
paint goes grey-white,” Pahlm says.

When the chrome surface is 

complete, several protective clear-
coat layers are applied using differ-
ent types of clear coat.

“The problem is that you don’t 
see the result before you apply the 
final clearcoat layer,” Pahlm says. 
“If you need to go back and change 
a detail then you need to go back 
several weeks and start again. 
That’s why the technique is both 
time-consuming and expensive.”

The interior decor was created by 
Sweden’s largest needlecraft com-
pany, Artex, and is also special.

Artex’s Managing Director, Mats 
Rydsund, says: “The interior is 
custom-designed in full leather and 
the V8 embroidery is made of fluo-
rescent thread, made with sturdy 
decorative stitched piping.” 

A Swedish bodyshop worked for six months to get just the right 
mirror finish on a Scania V8 truck. The results are stunning.

A chrome- 
 covered beAuty

text Carola Ålstig  photo Dan Boman

The Scania V8 truck chromed by 
 Billackeringen i Mjölby’s made its  
public debut at the 2012 Elmia Custom 
Motor Show in Jönköping, Sweden. 
The truck is used as a demo vehicle at 
Scania’s DemoCenter in Södertälje,  
Sweden and as an eye-catching 
 exhibition piece.



34  LEGEND  •  2013 www.scania.com

The power 
To choose

If you love the power of Scania’s V8 engines, 
you’ll almost certainly love the versatility of 
the company’s new range of heavy-haulage 
tractor units.

Because the tractors are based on  components 
from within Scania’s modular product range, 
heavy-haulage customers can expect signifi-
cant savings on their initial investment, as well 
as  lower repair and maintenance costs and 
increased uptime.

Performance can easily be tailored to meet 

a wide variety of needs and all servicing can be 
handled by the Scania service network. The com-
bination of Scania’s strongest components results 
in a highly efficient and competitive product with 
numerous configuration options.

The new family of heavy-haulage tractors can 
be specified with Scania’s most powerful, 3,500 
Nm and 730 hp 16.4-litre V8, as well as Scania’s 
extra heavy-duty overdrive gearbox, Scania 
Opticruise automated gearchanging and nine or 
ten-tonne front and tag axles.

Scania’s new heavy-haulage tractor is the 
perfect home for a powerful V8 engine.

watch it: See a Scania R 730 
heavy- haulage tractor unit pull a 
load made up of a V8-equipped 
 Scania  Genset and a  Scania 
 industrial engine equipped  Terex 
dump truck. 

text Per-Erik Nordström and Daniel Dasey  photo Dan Boman
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heavy- 

haulage

Engines are available that comply with emis-
sion levels demanded by Euro 3/4/5/6 and eev 
as well as Japanese regulations. All are based on 
a common platform with uniform architecture 
that simplifies servicing and parts supply.

The mechanical transmission, without torque 
converter, makes the powertrain highly efficient, 
with excellent fuel economy in tough condi-
tions. The 12+2-speed overdrive gearbox has 
twin crawler gears for easy starting, yet provides 
main road cruising at reasonable engine revs.

Sophisticated clutch control allows smooth 
starts with minimum slip. A special manoeu-
vring-mode offers control with extreme 
 precision. A torque converter gearbox is offered 
as an option.

A major bonus is the extensive use of parts 
and components from the Scania  modular 
toolbox. These are familiar to any  Scania 
 service workshop. All parts are available 
via the 1,600- member strong, global Scania 
 service  network. 

Pick and choose
Specification options within 
Scania’s new range of heavy-
haulage tractor units include a 
32-tonne hub reduction tandem 
bogie, drum or disc brakes, air 
suspension or parabolic leaf 
springs and heavy-duty flitched 
frame. The 8×4 version is ready 
to take on gross train weights of 
up to 180 or 250 tonnes, depend-
ing on factors such as the choice 

of axles and local regulations.
Six, eight and ten-wheelers are 

offered. Steered tag axles can be 
specified in front of, or behind, 
the bogie. The compact rear axle 
set-up allows the wheelbase to be 
as short as 3,300 mm on the four-
axle. All-wheel-drive 6×6 and 8×8 
can be specified. (8×8 as special 
order). Front and rear trailer coup-
lings can be specified.

Scania auStralia’S Mining Services 
 Division has been putting local drivers 
behind the wheel of an R 620 V8 demo unit. 
The vehicle is rated at 200 tonnes gross 
train weight.

The first test driver was Danny Denton, 
who spent a few days behind the wheel at 
a gold mine in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia. 

While many Australians are accustomed 
to American trucks, the Scania left a posi-
tive impression on Denton, who works for 
McAleese Resources and drives an impres-
sive combination with four gold-ore trailers.

As well as liking the Scania Retarder 
and the way the Scania truck performed 
under load, Denton enjoyed the creature 
comforts.

“It is a lot more comfy than you would 
think,” he says. “You have a good size 
fridge, the air conditioning is powerful, eve-
rything inside the cabin is really good.”

The Scania R 620 on trial is now headed 
to the east coast of Australia, for tests at 
a coal mine. Alexander Corne

Scania pulls its 
weight in Australia

watch it: See the R 620 
V8  demonstrator unit 
(above) drop its load while 
on the go.
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ReAd moRe: www.scania.com/heavy-haulage
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excellent handling on steep gradients is just one of 
the features that indian abnormal-cargo transporter 
J.h.Parabia values in its scania R 500.

The catchphrase of Indian heavy-haulage 
company J.H.Parabia (jhp) Transport Pvt Ltd is: 
“Abnormal movements, jhp is the solution”.

It’s a slogan to which many companies have 
listened. In the 42 years since jhp was estab-
lished, it has moved abnormal-sized cargos for 
entities ranging from state and privately owned 
power companies to major firms in the nuclear, 
chemical and fertiliser, wind energy and oil and 
gas industries.

“We have specialised equipment to transport 
super-heavy and critical equipment, weighing 
up to 1,500 tonnes for a single piece,” says jhp 
Director Nekzad J Parabia.

Parabia says heavy equipment transport com-
panies face many challenges in keeping their 

cargo moving in India. These range from dense 
traffic and the continual development of infra-
structure, such as highways and bridges, to the 
challenge of getting the numerous permits and 
clearances required to operate.

In an environment where it’s not unusual for 
delivery schedules to be seriously derailed, actu-
ally delivering consignments well before the 
deadline is a rare triumph. So, when jhp recently 
delivered a heavy cargo for an Indian power-
generation company 15 days ahead of schedule, 
there was cause for cheer.

The cargo for Larsen & Toubro Power in joint 
venture with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Japan, 
comprised of power-generation equipment, 
known as generator stators, weighing 360 tonnes.

“In our business, customer-trust is very 
 important,” Parabia says. “We have a reputation 
for timely delivery and this makes us a favourite 
with customers.”

To deliver the stators, and for numerous other 
short-haul deliveries through three states in 
north-western India, jhp used a Scania R 500 V8. 
The vehicle is the latest in jhp’s fleet of 50 trucks. 

JHP’s General Manager (Heavy-Haulage) 
 Ahunavad N. Medhora often accompanies the 
company’s cargo. He says one small challenge 
drivers faced was getting used to the smaller gear 
stick of the Scania R 500. Otherwise, there were 
significant benefits.

“When you transport super-heavy equipment 

When reputation  
means everything 

“ If the truck is good and 
has a powerful engine, 
our task is simpler.”
Ahunavad N. Medhora
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– and we have gone up to 650 tonnes in the past 
– the challenge is to keep the consignment mov-
ing and avoid any hitches or breakdowns with 
the vehicle. If the truck is good and has a power-
ful engine, our task is simpler.”

In India heavy-duty transporters are often 
called on to move 300, 400 and even 500 tonnes. 
An on-going challenge is ensuring drivers have 
adequate training to move such heavy loads up 
steep gradients. One clear advantage with the 
Scania R 500 is that its tyres slip less than those 
of other trucks on such gradients. Instead the 
truck’s great torque and good engine power 
ensure a firm grip. 

R.F. mamoowala

the daily buSineSS of German company 
BF3 Noél Schwerlastbegleitung is escorting 
heavy-haulage vehicles laden with particularly 
large loads. The company ensures clear pas-
sage for vehicles carrying everything from 
large concrete parts to huge, prefabricated 
timber  structures and components for cranes.

In 2012 owners Thomas Masalkhi and his 
wife Margret Noél realised they could play an 
even larger role in the sector. They formed 
Noél Transporte, a company that offers a 
full-service package to those wanting to trans-
port wide or large loads. The company takes 
care of permits, transport, escort cars and 
supervision.

After undertaking extensive research, the 
couple decided to buy a Scania for the new 
company. “There is diesel running in my veins,” 
Masalkhi says. 

Masalkhi started out as a truck driver about 
20 years ago. He remembers he used to watch 
Scania trucks while longing to drive one. It 
wasn’t until 2012 that he finally got the chance 
to have one of his own. 

Noél Transporte’s work requires precision, 
caution and, above all, a reliable vehicle that 
will support its operators in these endeavours. 
Masalkhi and Noel were careful to choose a 

truck that would fully meet the business needs. 
They took into account good fuel economy, 
quality manufacturing, sufficient levels of 
motorisation and availability of both Scania 
authorised workshops and parts. 

“I personally test-drove several different 
trucks before we made our decision,” Masalkhi 
says. “In the end we saw that Scania was just 
better than the rest. The design and the sound 
are just breath-taking, too.”

The couple opted for a Scania R 560 Topline. 
“Its performance is second to none,” Masalkhi 
says. “It’s still an economically sound invest-
ment that is not necessarily more expensive 
than  competing products.”

In the end it was the full package – includ-
ing consulting, processing and delivery – that 
tipped the scales in Scania’s favour.

Driver Ricco Winter has plenty of experience 
with other trucks, but driving the R 560 Topline 
won him over. He became a fan as soon as he 
climbed into the cab the first time. 

You get in and just feel good,” Winter says. 
“It is like a lounge on wheels.” 

Positive feedback like that will most likely 
mean more Scania trucks for Masalkhi when 
he expands the fleet in the future.

Axel Schmidt

The owners of a newly created heavy-haulage company in 
Germany expect the best from their employees. To help drivers 

reach their potential, they bought a scania R 560. 

The full package 

heavy- haulage

After extensive research, noél tranSporte decided to 
invest in a Scania V8 for its heavy-haulage operations.
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J.h.parabia’S R 500 V8 
truck is equipped with the 
automated gearchanging 
system Scania Opticruise.
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A Norwegian transport  company  
relies on Scania V8 trucks for its  operation 

– and its drivers couldn’t be happier. 

Drivers’
Delight

text Bjørn Olav Amundsen  photo Øivind Haug
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“ A powerful truck with a lot 
of torque makes the  drivers’ 
working days  better.”
Terje Knutsen, Technical Manager, 
Gunnar Knutsen AS
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Gunnar Knutsen AS
Oslo, Norway

The Gunnar Knutsen AS transport company 
is located just outside Oslo. With its fleet of 27 
 Scania V8 trucks, the company moves equipment 
and gravel, mainly for large construction firms. 

“My brother John Gunnar and I took over the 
company in 1990,” says Terje Knutsen, Techni-
cal Manager at Gunnar Knutsen. “At that time we 
had seven or eight trucks, some Scania and some 
other brands.”

After a while, the Knutsen brothers realised the 
service Scania provided was superior. Today they 
highly commend the trucks’ reliability. “Since then, 

GUNNAR KNUtseN As uses Scania Fleet  Management 
to keep track of service and maintenance intervals.

Erik Geicke 
V8 truck driver 
 GUNNAR KNUtseN As

“V8 is the king,” he says while driving 
on a road outside Oslo. “We prefer 
driving V8 trucks. It means more power 
and a better sound. Maybe it’s a boy 
thing, but V8 is something special. And 
I’m very happy Scania  provides such a 
good driver environment. Instruments 
and comfort are top of the line.”

scANiA’s fleet management 
 system is used by fleet managers 
around the world to track vehicle 
performance and  optimise costs.

Scania Fleet Management 
gives operators easy and quick 
access to all kinds of perfor-
mance and driver data from 
their vehicles via wireless links, 
the internet and mobile phones, 
helping to boost profitability.

These parameters include 
driver performance, physical 
position of the truck via GPS, fuel 
consumption, tachograph infor-
mation, trip reports, maintenance 
planning and emissions reports.

The idea is to add value to a 
trucking company’s business by 
providing an analysis of driver 
and vehicle information in a user-
friendly format. 

The fleet management sys-
tem works on a mixed fleet of 
vehicles, including non-Scania 
trucks. It is seamlessly con-
nected to the office computer 
and updated in real time.

REad moRE:  
www.scania.com/ 
products-services/services/
fleet_management

became part of the service agreement. They 
mainly use the system to keep track of  service 
and maintenance intervals. “With the fleet 
 management system and gps tracking I can 
 follow the trucks online,” Knutsen says. “We 
mainly use the system for service planning and 
it has become much easier. I am very satisfied 
with the solution.”

Knutsen admits he seldom uses the system to 
actually control and manage the fleet while in 
operation, even though it adds value from time 
to time. “If a customer calls and asks when they 
can expect a delivery, for example, it’s easy to 
check where the vehicle is,” he says.

The company owns a total of 30 trucks, of 
which 27 are Scania V8s. It also rents other 
trucks, making use of up to 80 trucks daily. For 
a long time the fleet consisted of 24 trucks, but 
last year the company realised there was a need 
for more. “We then invested in a handful of V8 
trucks which we believe will cover the need for 
the next few years,” Knutsen says. “We do, of 
course, renew the fleet after three to four years.” 

we have only invested in Scania,” Knutsen says. 
It’s not just the owners of Gunnar  Knutsen 

who are happy. Knutsen says the drivers are also 
pleased with the choice of truck. “They  really 
like Scania trucks and they prefer driving a V8,” 
he says. Knutsen says the drivers typically 
drive 50-tonne truck and trailer combinations.  
“A powerful truck with a lot of torque makes the 
drivers’ working days better,” he says.

Many of the roads in the Oslo area have steep 
slopes and challenging conditions. “Scania 
V8 trucks have the capacity and power to pull 
heavy loads,” Knutsen says. 

A couple of years ago, the company began 
using Scania Fleet Management as the system 

TOTal CONTrOl

Driver’S 
view
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Brazilian fleet-owner Henrique Serla has developed 
a genuine appreciation for Scania V8s in the three 

decades since he bought his first one.
text Felipe Vinicius Carlos  photo Liane Neves

30 years 
of trust
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Henrique serla lives in São 
Leopoldo in the southern  Brazilian 
state of Rio Grande do Sul and 
operates dlh Transportes, a trans-
port company that mainly deliv-
ers cereals and fertilisers. While his 
fleet is comprised of eight Scania 
trucks, the two V8s are his firm 
favourites, thanks to their superior 
power and efficiency.

“In a less powerful vehicle the 
driver must step on the accelerator 
much deeper to climb steep slopes,” 
he says. “With the V8 you accelerate 
much less, only what’s necessary, 
and this results in lower fuel con-
sumption and less wear-and-tear, 
with the best possible performance.”

Serla bought his first V8 – a 
Scania LK140 – in 1983, ignoring 
a rumour going around that the 
powertrains in this truck mod-
el broke easily. “The rumour was 
proved wrong by my LK, which ran 
2,000,000 km without any signifi-
cant repairs,” Serla says. 

He believes driving a V8 instils 
his drivers with a special sense of 
pride. “You feel you are sitting in 
the best truck in the world for your 
profession, and consequently you 
feel among the world’s best,” he says. 
“The guy leaves the yard  smiling 
from one ear to the other.” 

“ you feel you are 
sitting in the best 
truck in the world.”
Henrique Serla, fleet owner

Henrique Serla  appreciates  
his R 620’s  performance. It results 

in lower fuel consumption and  
less wear-and-tear.
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What is Scania Truck Gear?
“It’s Scania’s own clothing brand, a 
 collection designed especially for our 
drivers. There’s everything from jeans 
to classic  Scania T-shirts and hoodies.”
When was it launched?
“The first Scania Truck Gear collection 
was launched in 2006. Scania is an 
incredibly strong brand, and there was 
a lot of customer interest in having a 
dedicated clothing line. Now we have 
a catalogue in which real drivers are 
used as models; we publish updates 

twice a year, in March and September.”
How are sales going?
“We have had a fantastic response from 
all around the world, with sales going 
up and up. We currently have three 
channels through which our products 
are sold: through our dealers, at events 
and in our online store.”
What are the biggest sellers?
“T-shirts, hoodies, hats, belts and 
 drivers’ jackets generally sell the best, 
and all our V8 products are always 
snapped up very quickly.” 

4questions

Sophie Haftor
Head of Accessories and 
Branding Products at Scania

Scania’s webshop is crammed with high-quality clothes and 
accessories for the V8 aficionado. 

V8 gear with attitude

arena
Black stainless steel 
case with black metal strap. 
Swiss made movement. 
Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EUR 250
Part number: 2236920

V8 belt
Black leather belt with V8 
logo in relief. Cut to desired 
length. Belt width: 35mm
Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EUR 39
Part number: 1848662

V8 mug
Shiny mug in polished 
 stainless steel.
Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . .EUR 14.50
Part number: 2090961

t-shirt
Regular black T-shirt in 
sizes S-XXXL. 
Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EUR 29
Part numbers: 
2255587..2255592

V8 cap
Black cap with V8 logo. 
 Adjustable size.
Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EUR 8
Part number: 2078928

Leather jacket
Soft, supple and durable 
washed goatskin jacket 
with cotton lining.  
Sizes S-XL. 
Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EUR 351
Part numbers: 
2191168..2191171

text Carola Ålstig  photo Scania

viSiT Scania’s webshop at www.scania.com/webshop.
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icebreaker
Passengers on the ferry route between the 
Finnish islands of Korpo and Houtskär are the 
latest to enjoy the benefits of Scania V8 power, 
following the launch of a new ferry.

Ferry operator Finferries earlier this year took 
delivery of Stella, a 65-metre long vessel capable 
of carrying 250 passengers and 65 cars, with a 
displacement of 1,275 tonnes.

Stella is the first diesel-electric ferry in  Finland 
and boasts eight Scania V8 engines spread across 

two engine rooms. The engines power generators 
that in turn drive the electric motors that turn 
the ferry’s propellers. Each engine has an output 
of 450 kW or 612 horsepower and the ferry has a 
maximum speed in open water of 13 knots. 

In normal conditions, the power from two 
to three engines is enough to propel the ferry. 
This means there are substantial reserves for 
icy  conditions and autumn storms when extra 
power is needed. 

The ferry Stella 
boasts eight Scania V8 

engines arranged in two 
groups of four. The melody 
of the engines is  beautiful, 

whether it’s  performed 
by a duo, a trio or  

a quartet.

text and photo Seppo Salmi

watch it: Scan the code to 
learn more about Scania’s 

marine solutions.
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Follow the journey
The V8 truck on the  Legend front cover is 
a  Scania R 730 Streamline and was recently 
delivered to Peter Wittmann Transporte in 
Kammerstein, not far from Nuremberg in 
Germany. The cover photo was shot on the 
road between Unterrieden and Pülheim.

Scan the QR code below to watch a 
video that follows the truck as it is built 
on Scania’s production line in Zwolle, the 
 Netherlands, transported by Stahl  Logistics 
to the Scania dealer in Germany and, finally, 
delivered to the customer and put in use. 

Legend 2013 –  
the interactive edition 
Wherever you find a QR code in this year’s 
issue of Legend, you have the opportunity 
to follow the adjacent story in further detail 
on the web. To view this multimedia content 
you’ll need a smartphone and a QR reader. 
You’ll find a selection of readers in the 
App Store or Google Play. 

here’s what to do

Download the QR reader 
of your choice. 

Launch the app on  
your phone. 

Find a QR code in the 
magazine. 

Point to it with  
your phone. 

Enjoy the magazine as 
it comes to life. 

You can also follow Scania on:   
Scania newsroom, newsroom.scania.com;
Facebook, www.scania.com/facebook;  
Youtube, www.scania.com/youtube;   and 
www.scania.com.

watch it: Scan the QR 
code to the left to see a 
 Scania R 730  Streamline 
come to life.
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