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HigH productivity is about performing, and 
when it comes to performance, Scania V8 trucks 
steal the show – whether it is about achieving 
high speeds up a hill, ending a transport assign-
ment early or continuing to use the Scania V8 
truck over millions of kilometres.

This issue of Legend focuses on the many 
different ways that productivity is achieved in 
a variety of companies. And productivity with a 
Scania V8 truck is delivered in style to provide 
a workplace for the best drivers in the business. 

Productivity is also a key element in the 
ordering, production and delivery of a 
Scania V8 truck. 

Higher productivity also results from 
spending less time in the workshop, thanks to 
the durability and robustness of a V8 engine. 
It is simple maths to understand that the 
stress and load are spread over eight cylinders 
instead of six. 

Finally, productivity is about maximising 
the bottom-line result of a company. Scania V8 
users have come to understand that this is why 
their companies are the most successful in their 
respective businesses.

What is productivity to you?

Henrik Henriksson
Head of Franchise and Factory Sales
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Following almost six years in devel-
opment, Scania’s new 16-litre V8 marine 

engine for propulsion and auxiliary applications was 
launched in June this year. “this modern engine is pre-
pared for future emission legislation and has higher 
power output than we have had previously,” says max 
Lindqvist, technical manager marine application 
 Engineering at Scania. 

as a propulsion unit, the 16-litre V8 is targeted at the 
commercial segment and vessels such as ferries, fishing 
boats and patrol boats, as well as large yachts. It offers 

a new 16-litre marine engine 
offers increased power output, 
a flexible installation and the 
robustness and reliability that 
you expect from Scania.

flat power for easier matching of propulsion systems. 
Its auxiliary applications include acting as a single-
speed engine for power generation as well as in diesel-
electric hybrid or pumping installations.

the power output of the engine reaches new levels 
without compromising on weight or fuel efficiency. “For 
propulsion applications with heat exchangers we have 
increased power levels by 150 hp for all duty types,” 
says Stefan Kreku, Engine design manager. “For patrol 
duties it will go up to 1,000 horsepower, which is a 
significant step up in power output.” 

Kreku points out that these increases have been 
achieved while making the engine only a fraction 
heavier. “So the power-to-weight ratio has been 
increased, which is important for vessels on patrol 
duties, for example,” he says. Fuel economy has also 
been improved, despite the power increase.

a centrifugal seawater pump that can handle sand 
and run dry for short periods will be available as an 
option. the reintroduction of the Scania Saver Ring in 
the cylinders will reduce oil consumption and boost 
robustness.

Boat designers will appreciate the flexible 
installation dimensions of the 16-litre V8, Kreku points 
out. “this footprint is adjustable in height, length and 
width,” he says.  

the engine meets current emission legislation but 
has been developed to meet the stricter regulations 
that are expected in 2017–2018. “We feel well prepared 
for coming legislation that will require aftertreatment,” 
says Lindqvist.  “Scania has good knowledge of 
both EGR and ScR technologies, and will go with 
what we believe is best for our customers when 
the time comes.” 

scania 16-litre 
V8 engine

Working principle  
4-stroke 

Standard equipment  
Scania Engine Management 
System, unit injectors, twin 
turbo chargers, water-to-air 
charge cooling

Emission compliance  
EU Stage IIIA, US Tier 2,  
IMO Tier II

Weight  
1,600 kg (without heat exchanger) 
1,670 kg (with heat exchanger)  

Typical power ratings for 
propulsion engines 

ICFN 1,800 r/min  
550–750 hp

ICF 2,100 r/min  
650–800 hp

Patrol long 2,300 r/min  
800–850 hp

Patrol short 2,300 r/min 
900–1,000 hp

text David Wiles  Photo Göran Wink and Dan Boman 

wavesthe
rules
New engine

SWEDEN

poWERFuL

The power output of the new engines reach new levels 
 without compromising on weight or fuel efficiency. 
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per-Egon persson
 Technical Director at the 
 Swedish Sea Rescue Society

why did you choose 
 scania’s new V8 engines 
for your  rescue boats?
“We have worked with Scania 
since the mid-1990s and used 
the old V8 engines until now. 
Since we were pleased with 
the engines as well as with 
the cooperation, we naturally 
chose to continue our rela-
tionship by changing to the 
new V8 model. An additional 
advantage is the high perfor-
mance of Scania engines and 
the fact that the installation is 
very compact.”

How would you describe 
your relationship with 
scania?
“We always and immediately 
get all the support we need. 
Working with Scania staff 
is really satisfying; we have 
a close collaboration with 
technicians and engineers, 
as well as with the executives. 
And we can even call direct 
to Scania’s head office with 
our questions. Of course 
the engines are good, but I 
don’t know any manufacturer 
that makes poor engines. 
It is the Scania people and 
their service that makes this 
 collaboration invaluable. They 
all aim to please.”

what do your employees 
think?
“They are very satisfied. 
Quick and adequate support 
is vital to us since we are run-
ning lifesaving operations. 
Our equipment simply has to 
work at all times.”

quESTionS

“ Our equipment 
simply has to 
work at all times.”  
Per-Egon Persson
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bUILt tO  
ORDER

sCANIA v8

Trucks in the scania R-series v8 range can be tailored to suit 
 practically any application. The truck on the next spread, for 

 example, is a heavy-haulage truck built at scania taking advan-
tage of  scania’s modular product system. Consequently, all 

 components are well proven, built in large series and provide scania’s 
 customers with global access to parts and fast, reliable service. 

Text Per-Erik Nordström  Photo Göran Wink   
Illustrations Herbert Müdsam and Semcon Informatic Graphic Solutions

REaD moRE about ScaNia V8 at  www.ScaNia.com/V8.
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Scania heavy-haulage tractor 

Scania Topline cab with ample space.

Generous headroom in the upper bed.

Wraparound dashboard puts everything within easy reach.

Smooth and pleasant heartbeat from 8 cylinders.

V8 styling traits that make the vehicle stand out from the crowd. 

Just three steps to a new driving experience.

Brakes that are drums or discs, depending on the application.

Generous storage behind that V8 symbol. 

A rack behind the cab that holds tanks for fuel and hydraulics and other equipment.

Hub gears on the two driven rear axles for extra strength and traction. 

www.scania.com 2012  •  LEGEND  8



Engine facts
R 500, R 560, R 620 R 730

Swept volume 15.6 litres 16.4 litres

Power and torque 500 hp   2,500 Nm 730 hp   3,500 Nm

560 hp   2,700 Nm

620 hp   3,000 Nm

Emissions Euro 5 (R 500 also EEV) Euro 5 and EEV

Emission control Scania SCR Scania SCR

Fuel injection Scania PDE Scania XPI

Gearbox options 12+2-speed range-splitter
Manual gearchanging
Scania Opticruise
Scania Retarder

12+2-speed range-splitter
Scania Opticruise
Scania Retarder

Scania heavy-haulage tractor Scania 16.4-litre V8 engine 

Individual cylinder heads facilitate maintenance and repairs.

The exhaust manifold leads the gases from each cylinder to the turbocharger.

The cylinder block is cast in compacted graphite iron for extra strength.

The two camshafts are located high in the block to provide precise control of the valve gear. 

The robust crankshaft is built to transmit all that power in trucks that run millions of kilometres. 

The temperature-controlled cooling fan is steered electronically to save fuel while 
 optimising cooling capacity. 
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Peter Uhl, owner 
of Uhl GmbH & Co. 
KG, thinks the 
main  benefit of the 
Scania V8 trucks is 
their capability to 
maintain a high and 
consistent average 
speed. He is also 
satisfied with the 
fuel consumption. 

Worth their   Weight
This heavy-haulage company depends  

on its range of Scania V8 trucks for  
conducting reliable, consistent and speedy  

operations all over Germany. 
Text Frank Hagedorn  Photo Thomas Müller

“ ... no 
need for 
a stop
over in 
the work
shop...”
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Germany

■   Established: 1954
■   Business/application: Special 

transport assignments and 
heavy loads, in particular 
transport of large concrete 
construction elements 

■   Number of vehicles: 20 
■   Scania V8 vehicles: 7

Worth their   Weight

Uhl Gmbh & Co. KG, a German heavy- 
haulage company, uses Scania R 500 4x2 

vehicles to transport heavy cargo of up to 45 tonnes with 
special authorisation. For cargo weighing up to 110 tonnes, 
the company has two Scania R 620 6x4s at the ready. 

“The main benefit of the Scania V8 trucks is their capa-
bility to maintain a high and consistent average speed,” 
says Peter Uhl, owner of Uhl GmbH & Co. KG in Nidda-
Eichelsdorf, situated some 70 kilometres northwest of 
Frankfurt, Germany. “With the V8 you’re simply faster up 
the hill,” he says. 

Uhl also highlights the versatility and efficiency of the 
V8 engines. Regardless of the engine output or the hefty 
cargo, he is highly satisfied with the fuel consumption and 
overall efficiency of the Scania V8 trucks in his fleet. Also, 

he says, there is no need for a stopover in the workshop 
except for planned service or accidental damage.

“No more than the regularly scheduled services,” says 
Uhl, referring to how often his fleet requires general 
 maintenance. “The Scania R-series V8 trucks are carefree 
powerhouses that just last longer than the rest.” Uhl also 
loves the way his Scania trucks look, and he counts that 
as one of their greatest benefits.

Since 2011, Uhl GmbH & Co. KG has bought its Scania 
trucks with service contracts, which give the company an 
extra level of reliability and peace of mind. Furthermore, 
after a significant time on duty, Uhl is highly confident 
about the resale value of the V8 trucks. 

“Altogether, this makes me a keen fan of the Scania 
V8 range,” says Uhl.  

Uhl GmbH  
& Co. KG in  
a nutshell 

www.scania.com 2012  •  LEGEND  11
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 S
cania’s fleet management system is used 
by fleet managers around the world to track 
vehicle performance and optimise costs.

Scania Fleet Management gives operators 
easy and quick access to all kinds of 

performance and driver data from their  vehicles via 
wireless links, the Internet and mobile phones, helping to 
boost profitability.

These parameters include driver performance, 
physical position of the truck via GPS, fuel consumption, 
tachograph information, trip reports, maintenance 
planning and emissions reports.

The idea is to add value to a trucking company’s 
business by providing an analysis of driver and vehicle 
information in a user-friendly format. 

The fleet management system works on a mixed fleet 
of vehicles, including non-Scania trucks. It is seamlessly 
connected to the office computer and updated in real time.

The system includes three flexible packages to suit any 
trucking company’s business: Monitoring, Analysis and 
Control. Monitoring offers a quick fleet overview. Analysis 
is for customers who want to analyse  on a deeper level, 
and Control for those who want to know the positions of 
the trucks and gain full control of the fleet. To start using 
any of the Scania Fleet Management services, all one needs 
is a Scania Communicator (a telematics unit) installed in 
the truck. The Scania Communicator is fitted as standard 
on all the trucks in Europe, and the Monitoring package is 
included free of charge for four years. 

For operators looking to cut 
costs, maximise uptime, evaluate 
drivers and reduce emissions, 
Scania Fleet Management is 
clearly the way to go. 

Scania Fleet Management is 
a range of web-based services 
that  connect the vehicle to the 
office systems over wireless 
links and the Internet.

To start using any of the  Scania 
Fleet Management services,  
all you need is a Scania Commu-
nicator installed in the truck. 

ToTaL
conTroL

text Alexander Farnsworth  illustration Valero Doval   
Photo Maurizio Camagna
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agostino caPPello bought his first Scania truck for 
refrigerated transport back in 1983. Neither he nor his son 
Umberto Cappello have looked back since. 

Today, Agocap (a combination of Agostino and 
Cappello) runs a fleet of 11 trucks, 10 of which are Scania. 
All are V8s except one. For the three latest Scania V8 trucks, 
acquired in 2011, Agocap has opted for the Scania Fleet 
Management Control package. 

Agocap transports fruit, vegetables, meat and industrial 
goods to Austria, Germany, Slovakia, Hungary, Holland, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, Morocco and Russia.

“The fleet management system allows us to compare 
various parameters by driver on the same route, such as 
brake use, fuel consumption and sudden braking,” says 
company owner Umberto Cappello. “This motivates 
drivers to compete for the best results and benchmark 
themselves to the way I drive.” Cappello himself drives a 
Scania R 730 V8 two or three days a week. “Scania V8s are 
extremely reliable,” he says.

Agocap has been using Scania Fleet Management for the 
past year and a half.

“If one driver brakes 500 times and a second driver 
brakes 200 times on the same stretch of road, this should 
indicate to the first driver that he can improve his driving,” 
Cappello says. “This of course avoids minor repairs and 
increases productivity. And through careful analysis of 
the data, we have been able to extend the service intervals, 
which  improves uptime.” 

Agocap is a medium-sized international trucking company 
based in Mezzocorona, in northern Italy. It was started in 1965 
and remains family-owned.

Driver evaluations, along with transport 
logistics, are just a click away for 
Agocap, an Italian trucking company 
that has come to depend on Scania Fleet 
Management to support its operations.

Forza Fleet
The system includes three 
 flexible packages to suit any 
trucking  company’s busi-
ness: Monitoring, Analysis 
and Control. The fleet management 

system is seamlessly 
connected to the office 
computer and updated 
in real time.

The system gives operators 
easy and quick access to 
performance and driver data 
from their  vehicles via wire-
less links, the Internet and 
mobile phones.

Umberto Cappello drives a Scania R 730 V8 two  
or three days a week.



michael (mikey) kerr runs a fleet of seven trucks, five 
of which are Scania. Four of these are Scania R 560 V8s. 

The fleet is based in Castle Douglas in south-west 
Scotland. From there the trucks carry fresh lamb and 
beef to Belgium, Holland, Italy, Germany, France and 
Switzerland on a weekly basis. They come back to the 
UK with food, chips and dairy products.

“The V8s perform very well and are extremely reliable,” 
says Kerr. “I have not had a single engine failure since I 
started with Scania in 1994. They deliver plenty of torque 
at low revs, which means you can keep up the speed at all 
times. Hills do not exist with a Scania V8.” 

For obvious reasons, speed and reliability are important 
when carrying chilled meats. A typical drive to Italy from 
Scotland takes about 24 hours of driving and includes a lot 
of mountainous terrain.

For 30-year long-haul veteran Bill Duncan, a Kerr 
employee for the past two years, Scania trucks, and 
especially the six-week-old Scania R 560 V8 that he is 
driving, are his home away from home. 

“I am somewhere on the continent every week – 
Holland, Italy, France, Germany,” says Duncan. “The 
truck is comfortable, it pulls well, and it maintains steady 
speeds even on hills. As we like to say in Scotland, ‘There 
is only one V8, and Scania has it down to a T.’ I just love 
it to pieces.” 

According to Duncan, his Scania R 560 V8 gets about 
33 litres/100 km on average. 

M&M Kerr Refrigerated Transport Co is a family-owned 
trucking company based in Castle Douglas, in southwest 
 Scotland, specialised in the transport of Scottish lamb and beef 
to the European continent. Michael Kerr and his wife, Michele, 
run the company.

When it comes to transporting fresh 
meat across continental Europe, this 
Scottish transport company gladly relies 
on a fleet of Scania V8s.

the happy
highlander

Four of M&M Kerr’s trucks are Scania R 560 V8s.

Scania trucks are Bill Duncan’s home 
away from home.

After three days of driving, Bill Duncan 
reaches his final destination.
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28 April 2012, 01:15 
Sheffield, United Kingdom  e  
Odometer: 28,618 km. Altitude: 31 m.
Loaded with 18 tonnes of fresh  hanging 
lamb and pallets of fresh beef.

28 April 2012, 12:30-22:15 
Fresnoy-le-Château, France 
Odometer: 29,401. Altitude: 135 m. 
Daily rest. 

Driving 

AvAilABility 

BreAk/reSt 

Work

Symbols used by digital 
tachographs

Legend



on his way to italy.

Uk, 28 aPril, 01:15 
Truck driver Bill Duncan 
carries fresh lamb and beef 
throughout Europe on a 
weekly basis. This trip starts 
in Mankham Moor, a village 
south of Sheffield in UK, at 
01:15, 28 April. Three days 
later he arrives at the final 
destination for this trip, the city 
of Cesena in northern Italy. 
It’s a distance of about 1,922 
kilometres. 

Thanks to Scania Fleet 
Management, Bill Duncan’s 
company can follow the driv-
ers’ performance, the position 
of each truck, fuel consump-
tion, tachograph information, 
trip reports, maintenance 
planning and emission reports 
at 270 different checkpoints 
 during the trip.

RoUTE
THE MEAT

28 April 2012, 05:47–07:09 
Folkstone, UK e Coquelles, France 
Odometer: 28,945 km. 
Altitude: 31 m e -75 m e 61 m. 
Loaded on train under English Channel. 

29 April 2012, 05:57–07:02 
Saint-Pierre-d’Albigny e entry Tunnel du Fréjus, 
France 
Odometer: 29,887 km. Altitude 292 e 1,300 m.
1,000-m climb up the Alps for 70 km  
(600 m over the last 20 km) at an  average  
speed of 63 km/h.

29 April 2012, 08:30–19:55  
Salbertrand, Italy 
Odometer: 29,988 km. 
Altitude: 1,010 m.
Daily rest

30 April 2012, 06:01  
Cesena, Italy  e  
Odometer: 30,540 km. Altitude: 24 m.
Arrival at destination to unload.  
Total average driving speed: 74.6 km/h.
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V8 cylinder block: Cast in Germany

Scania V8 engines have been 
 manufactured since the  introduction 
in 1969.

maiN CompoNENts

300,000

Every engine is unique and adapted for a particular truck and to the wishes of a particular customer on assembly in 
Södertälje, Sweden. The V8 engine is part of Scania's modular product system, which results in all parts being well 
proven and readily available, and servicing being fast and reliable.

The cylinder blocks for scania's 

V8 engines are cast with the highest 

precision at Halberg Guss in Leipzig, 

Germany. they are then transported 

to södertälje, sweden, for machining 

before they reach the assembly line. 

A truck basically consists of 
five main components: engine, 
gearbox, axles, cab and frame. 
All these are manufactured by 
Scania. Learn more about them 
from the facts, the texts and the 
pictures starting to the right. 

is 
born

A Take a behind-the-scenes 
tour of an assembly line 
in Zwolle, the Netherlands,  
and witness the creation 
of a Scania V8 R 560. 
Text Conny Hetting and anders Nordner  
Photo Niels Zomer and scania
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maiN CompoNENts

Frame: Built to last – and to order 
Scania frames are available in differ-

ent heights and for standard, heavy-

duty or extra heavy-duty applications. 

the high structural integrity and yield 

limits are protected by a unique  powder 

coating to ensure a long service life 

for the vehicle, even in the harshest 

operating conditions. 

the modular product system 

used by scania allows for easy tailor-

ing of the vehicle for a wide array of 

applications. 
Maximum fuel capacity in litres 
for 4x2 tractor units. 

1,500

The frame design makes it possible to tailor the vehicle  
for Straub Transporte’s specific needs. 

The engine and the gearbox are married to the frame. 

A Scania V8 truck is built 
using a modular product sys-
tem that lets scania build vir-
tually any type of truck using 
a limited number of building 
blocks. thanks to this system, 
customers get exactly the 
right  vehicle for their trans-
port needs. the system also 
gives them access to parts 
and fast,  reliable service all 
over the world. 

February 2012
German company straub 
transporte in Deiningen, 
north-west of munich, orders 
a scania R 560 V8 4x2 from 
the scania dealer alnufa in 
marktoberdorf. straub speci-
fies the vehicle to suit the com-
pany’s specific needs, such as 
the size of the fuel tanks, front 

air suspension, leather seats 
and scania opticruise. 

24 February 2012 
the order enters scania’s 
system and resources are 
allocated to fulfil the desired 
time of delivery. scania 
commences production of 
axles, cab, engine, frame 
and gearbox. 

5 April 2012 
the engine is married to the 
frame and the cab is fitted to 
the chassis. 

4 May 2012 
the complete scania R 560 
V8 truck is delivered accord-
ing to specification to straub 
transporte from alnufa’s 
premises in augsburg.

TAILORED  
FOR THE TASK  
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Gearbox: manual or automated transmission
Scania R-series trucks are equipped 

with 12+2-speed range- splitter 

gearboxes. the optional overdrive 

offers low and economic cruising 

revs supporting scania's “low-rev” 

 philosophy that features torque peak at 

low revs to promote fuel economy. 

to further improve driveability, 

 scania R-series trucks may be 

equipped with the automated gear-

changing system scania opticruise 

as well as scania Retarder. 

The colour of the wheel 
hubs corresponds to 
the cab colour chosen 
by Straub. 

The wheels are fitted on 
Straub’s tractor unit. 

Number of pedals  
in the most recent 
version of the fully  
automated gear-
changing system,  
Scania Opticruise. 

S the dealer and the cus-
tomer close a deal and the 
order is received by scania’s 
order office.

D scania allocates produc-
tion resources at the scania 
production unit closest to 
the address where the truck 
will be delivered on the date 
requested by the customer.

F the order office checks 
the order and production 
 status, redistributing the 
workload if needed. 

G production orders are 
 created and sent electroni-
cally to suppliers. 

H as components are 
 delivered to scania’s produc-
tion units, the production of 
the cab, frame, engine, axles 

and gearbox begins for the 
ordered truck.

J the production units deliver 
the cab, frame, engine, axles 
and gearbox to the chassis 
assembly line. 

K assembly is completed 
and the chassis leaves the 
 assembly line.

L after completion, additional 
adaptations take place, for 
example, the fitting of request-
ed options. this may take any-
where from a couple of days to 
several weeks, after which the 
chassis is ready for delivery. 

Z Delivery to the specified 
address. transport takes up 
to a week for most European 
markets and up to eight weeks 
for other markets.

8 weeks From order to  deliVery

Straub’s tractor unit is seen here at one of several  
stations of Scania’s assembly line. 

Cabs are manufactured in Oskarshamn, Sweden, 
and then transported to the assembly line closest 
to the delivery location. In this case the closest 
line is in Zwolle, the Netherlands. 
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maiN CompoNENts

Axles: Focus on fuel economy 
Exceptional strength and opti-

mised weight are features common 

to all scania axles. they are available 

for a wide range of applications. Front 

axles are available for weights up to 

10,000 kilograms, while the rear-axle 

weight may be some 32,000 kilo-

grams in the  tandem bogie configura-

tion. the axles are developed and 

manufactured in-house with a focus 

on  minimising friction in the pursuit of 

greater fuel economy. 

Maximum towing capacity in tonnes of 
 Scania's heavy-haulage tractor with  hub- 
reduction bogie, designed for the most 
demanding heavy-haulage operations.

180

Below: Straub’s new Scania 
R 560 V8 tractor unit is about 
to leave the assembly line for 

its first test drive. 

Straub chose a V8 to 
transport refrigerated 
foodstuffs. 

Straub 
 Transporte
Josef Straub set up the 
truck company Straub 
in 1973, focusing on 
milk delivery. His son, 
Holger Straub, took over 
the company in 1994 
and tapped into a new 
 market: temperature- 
controlled transport of 
 foodstuffs. The  family 
company  currently 
 employs 15  people. 
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Cab: a comfortable choice
Scania V8 trucks are all  

equipped with the R-series cabs.  

these are manufactured in 

 oskarshamn,  sweden. the cabs 

are available in five standard ver-

sions: day cab,  low-roof sleeper, 

AFLAME in REd and tower
ing four metres high, Straub 
Transporte’s seven new 
Scania V8s make an arrest
ing sight, like a fleet of giant 
fire engines. 

Holger Straub, owner 
and managing director of 
Straub Transporte, is a hap
py man. He recently took 
delivery of seven R 560 V8s, 
supplementing his current 
fleet of nine Scania vehicles. 

The German haulier 
transports refrigerated 
foodstuffs, from fruit and 
yoghurt to frozen chips, as 
well as milk, at tempera
tures ranging from +2 to 
–25 degrees Celsius. The 
goods are transported 
from the company’s base in 
 Deiningen, Bavaria, in “all 
four directions of the com
pass” throughout  Germany, 
says Straub. 

Straub opted to order 
V8s because they offer 
value for money; they are 
reliable and built to last. 
“Our fleet of V8 vehicles 
has never let us down in 

any way,” he says. “We’ve 
been a Scania customer 
since 1983 and have always 
been impressed by the 
trucks’ productivity.” He is 
definitely pleased with the 
vehicles’ delivery time. “It’s 
only taken about 10 weeks.” 

From Scania’s range of 
vehicles, Straub sees the 
Scania R 560 V8 as offer
ing “the golden mean”. 
“The R 560 is sensible, 
not extreme,” adds Jürgen 
Küfner, salesman for Scania 
dealer Alnufa in Markt
oberdorf, Bavaria, who 
sold the vehicles to Straub. 
“What’s more, it offers 
impressive fuel economy.”

The V8 trucks’ image also 
played a role in Straub’s 
decisionmaking. “Our 12 
drivers all want to drive 
Scania trucks,” he says. 
“It’s an important factor in 
keeping good drivers. Our 
trucks are modern, boast 
the latest technology and 
offer our drivers comfort, 
as well as a safe and optimal 
driving environment.” 

Red 
giants

Number of  millimetres from floor to 
ceiling in the R-series Topline cab. 

2,230

Text Lois Hoyal  
Photo matthias aletsee

“ Our fleet of V8 vehicles has 
never let us down in any way.” 
Holger straub, owner and managing director, straub transporte

 normal sleeper,  Highline and topline.  

the R-series cabs offer optimum 

comfort and easy cross-cab access  

as well as access to V8 power. 

For the very best in comfort and 

 convenience, the choice is topline. 



Something old,
Something new

Collector, restorer, enthusiast: Antonio Hurtado loves 
everything about vehicles, especially Scania trucks  
– whether they are brand new or from a different time. 
Text Renata Nascimento and Elizia Carneiro  Photo Wagner Menezes 

Brazilian anTonio HurTado has a note-
worthy hobby. The owner of Neo Plastic, 

a plastic packaging business in Franco da Rocha near 
São Paolo, Brazil, spends his free time collecting, restor-
ing and showcasing old buses, cars and trucks. 

However, his latest truck, a Scania R 580, is neither 
vintage nor is it for show. The R 580 is a working truck, 
transporting Neo Plastic’s products on a B-train combi-
nation to their destinations all around São Paolo. 

“This truck is just wonderful,” says an excited 
 Hurtado about his R 580. “Five-hundred and eighty 
horsepower! It’s excellent. It’s just like a comfortable car: 
super powerful, spectacular and it can easily go up and 
down hills at the same speed. Everybody likes to drive 
it, including my daughter.” 

Hurtado’s current collection of 30 vehicles includes 
many different brands and types, and he is gradually 
restoring all of them. One of his favourites is a 1974 
 Scania L110, renamed the “Alligator”. 

“That truck is kind of brand new,” says Hurtado. 

“I bought it from a person who had some  family 
 problems and kept it for 22 years without using it. 
It’s beautiful and even has all the original parts and 
 components. In its heyday, this truck was a legend in 
Brazil. It was a huge success throughout the country. 
Whenever I can, I take it to exhibitions to share the joy 
with the public. For me this truck is priceless.”

Recently, the Alligator received new paintwork and a 
special eagle ornament on the bonnet, along with chrome 
wheels and bumpers.

“I bought the lights in the United States because they 
were designed to look like griffins and it was perfect for 
the truck, as the Scania symbol is a griffin,” Hurtado says.

Hurtado also converted a big room at his company’s 
facility into a garage in order to work on his old vehicles. 
Today he spends time with his friends there, showing 
them the vehicles and talking about his passion.

“My passion for vintage vehicles started in my 
 childhood,” he says. “I restored my father’s truck back 
then, and ever since I’ve had ‘rust disease’.” 

“ ... it can 
 easily go up 
and down  
hills at the  
same speed.” 
Antonio Hurtado

brazil

Antonio Hurtado’s 
 vehicle  collection 
sports a Scania R 580 
and a Scania L110. 
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The Spolzino brothers 
know their trucks. After 40 years 
in the sales, repair and resale 
business, the siblings have seen 
it all and readily vouch for the 
durability, dependability and 
dynamic design of the Scania V8. 

The diesel 
docTors

Text Claudia Flisi  Photo Studio Tartaglione

ITALY
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T
he sTory of many ITalIan companies 
begins with a family, and Diesel  Tecnica 
is no exception. Back in 1960, Nicola 
 Spolzino, the oldest of three brothers liv-
ing in Sala Consilina, near Salerno, Italy, 
 started a repair shop for cars and trucks. 

Over the years, he and his brothers, Michele and Vincenzo, 
built a reputation as experts in injection systems.

“We were called pompisti (skilled in pumps), which we 
considered a term of pride,” recalls Michele Spolzino, 
who became the company’s managing director in 2002. 
“We were seen as doctors for diesel engines and word 
of mouth brought new clients, including many truck 
 owners from outside our area and from other countries 
in Europe.” 

In 1980 the brothers renamed the business Diesel 
 Tecnica Spolzino, and a year later they became an author-
ised service centre for Scania. In 2000, they shortened the 

name to Diesel Tecnica s.r.l. and became an authorised 
Scania dealership. 

Currently the company sells about 230 trucks a year, of 
which 130 are new, 50 are used trucks sold “as is” and 50 
are renovated vehicles. The latter arrive as trade-ins. The 
first thing the brothers do with a trade-in is to evaluate 
the truck. “That happens before we accept the trade-in, of 
course,” Spolzino explains. 

“As is” sales tend to go to large corporations and com-
mercial operations. Renovated trucks undergo a full 
makeover. Just about everything changes: injection system, 
brakes, clutch, hubs, sealing block, bearings, water pump, 
tyres, transmission and turbines. Sometimes the engine 
is overhauled as well, but Spolzino says that with Scania 
engines this is only required about a third of the time. 

“A Scania V8 lasts 75 percent longer than other engines,” 
he says. “I could say twice as long, but that might be 
stretching things.” He believes that a Scania truck, properly 

... a scania V8  
lasts 75 percent  
longer than  
other  engines.”
Michele Spolzino

Nicola Spolzino and his brothers Michele and 
Vincenzo are the diesel doctors.
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maintained, can run up to 3 million kilometres, in contrast 
to the average distance of 1.5 million kilometres for a non-
Scania trade-in.

“Scania’s durability is due in part to the engine’s size and 
power,” Spolzino maintains. The average power of a Scania 
V8 engine is about 600 hp, compared with the 480 hp aver-
age for six-cylinder engines. The latter are subject to greater 
stress in southern Italy, where the topography is challeng-
ing, roads are not as well maintained, and loads tend to be 
heavier because there are fewer trips to other countries in 
Europe (where maximum weight limits are lower). 

Scania’s modular system is an advantage in truck reno-
vation, particularly in terms of greater efficiency and less 
need for storage space for parts. “In short, we save  money,” 
says Spolzino. “If an idea is good, it will be copied. So 
some of Scania’s competitors have begun to offer modular 
 systems as well.” 

Diesel Tecnica’s renovated trucks are sold with a one- or 

■  Founded: 1980 in Sala 
Consilina (Salerno), Italy 

■    Management: Michele 
Spolzino, managing 
director 

■    Location: Atena Lucana 
(Salerno), Italy 

■  Product lines: Author-
ised Scania dealer, 
 consultation, parts and 
repairs for trucks and cars; 
dealership for Ford and 
Mazda

■  Revenue (entire group): 
32.2 million euros (2011)

■  Number of employees: 
103 (including the auto 
dealership)

two-year warranty (one year or 200,000 kilometres; two 
years or 300,000 kilometres) at what Spolzino describes as 
an “appealing” price. “We are selling not a renovated truck 
but a security package,” he explains. 

Each renovated truck comes with a cell phone prepro-
grammed with the phone numbers of experts in elec-
tronics, mechanics, injection systems, air-conditioning, 
accounting and the Diesel Tecnica business office. All these 
numbers are staffed 24/7/365. In addition, Diesel Tecnica 
has two courtesy trucks on call at all times. If there is a 
breakdown on the road, the company drives to the cus-
tomer’s location and provides him with a courtesy truck 
for the time it takes to make needed repairs. 

These renovated trucks may cost a bit more than others, 
but the warranty means that drivers avoid breakdowns on 
the road. Time is money, particularly in the transport busi-
ness. “Almost all of our customers would opt for Scania if 
initial price was no object,” says Spolzino. 

Diesel Tecnica’s renovated trucks are sold with a one- 
or two-year warranty.

diesel  
Tecnica 



On the 
rOad 
again

Rising and descending roars of revving 
engines, puffs of exhaust, a flashed green light 

and they’re off! Barrelling down the track, Telmo Abreu’s 
souped-up Scania V8 eats tarmac while drag-racing 
another diesel cab at the US Diesel Trucking Nationals in 
Englishtown, New Jersey. His truck covers the quarter-mile 
(402-metre) distance in an astonishing 14 seconds. 
Abreu has raced Scania trucks in the US since 1992, but his 
love of the company’s vehicles goes back even further. 

Before moving to New Jersey from his native Portugal 
in 1986, Abreu drove the Swedish make while working in 
Europe. (Scania trucks were introduced to the American 
market in 1985 and were sold until 1992.) He fell in love with 
their power, so after a period of working in construction 
projects, he opened his own garage and repair shop in 
Lyndhurst, New Jersey. Abreu soon earned a reputation 
as a mechanic who knew his way around a truck, 
especially a Scania. 

Dedicated truck mechanic Telmo 
Abreu keeps Scania vehicles on 
the road – and on the race track – 
in the USA. 

USA

Text Jean-Paul Small  Photo Pontus Höök
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“ i just rebuilt a t113 and 
sold it very  quickly. then 
we got some  Scania 
tractors renovated and 
they sold too.” 
Telmo Abreu, Abreu Truck Service
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Scania 
in the US
  Today, Scania is present 
in the industrial and 
marine engine markets 
(about 30,000 in US 
circulation)
  Trucks first introduced to 
US market in 1985; last 
truck delivered in 1992
  During the same period, 
Scania city buses were 
built in Connecticut 
  700 trucks sold during 
that time
  Limited range of trucks 
offered 
  Some of the reasons for 
the US pull-out (valid for 
trucks as well as buses): 
differing US/European 
regulations; “Buy 
American” sentiments; 
and Scania’s vertically 
integrated model 
clashed with US industry 
practices

“I worked on all types of Scanias back then,” he recalls. 
“The 112, 113, 142, 143…almost all of the different models 
available in the US.” 

It wasn’t long before Abreu bought his first Scania, and 
then another. In short order, Abreu Truck Service was in 
possession of 40 Scania trucks, hiring them out for all 
types of construction and demolition jobs. In 1992, due 
to factors such as differing US/European regulations and 
parts, Scania stopped selling trucks in the US market. For 
Abreu, it was a sad year. 

“If my company was just a little bigger, maybe Scania 
would still be selling in the US,” he says lamentably. “We 
could sell a lot of those trucks!”

However, the lack of newly imported vehicles hasn’t 
stopped Abreu from collecting, rebuilding and selling 
older Scania trucks still scattered across the US. His garage 
has put about 300 Scania trucks back into circulation, 
and it provides parts for the new owners, too. Increasing 
demand for the shop’s services prompted a move to a 
new, two-acre (8,000 square-metre) facility in Newark, 
New Jersey, in 2004. While Abreu doesn’t work exclusively 
with Scania trucks, he does love  the company’s products.  

“I just rebuilt a T113,” he says proudly, “and sold it very 
quickly. Then we got some Scania tractors renovated, and 
they sold, too. The demand for Scania in the US is still 
out there.”

And then there’s the drag racing. Every September 
Abreu enters his turbocharged T112 (he calls it “the T999”), 
fitted with a V8, a 4-series bonnet and 2-series cab. He 

challenges any and all comers at the US Diesel Trucking 
Nationals to race his truck, usually the only Scania racing 
in the event. Abreu Truck Services also brings three or 
four renovated Scania trucks to show off the company’s  
mechanical and customisation skills. 

duRing The dRag race, vehicles compete two at a time, 
side by side, and travel in a straight line toward the fin-
ish line at the established distance down the track. Eager 
crowds watch Abreu’s white-and-fuchsia truck do its char-
acteristic “burnout” – a procedure that heats the tyres, in 
which the wheels spin but the truck stays put – filling the 
air with smoke before easing up to the starting line. This 
year, Abreu wants to win the championship. 

“I just took the engine apart in the T999 and put in a 
new turbo to allow more air,” he says. “This September, 
we’ll be ready.” 

the  
 demand 
for  Scania 
in the US 
is still out 
there.

Telmo Abreu collects, rebuilds and sells older 
Scania trucks still scattered across the US. 

Abreu’s garage has put about 300 Scania trucks 
back into circulation, and it provides parts for the 
new owners too.
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All-weAther 
wArriors
St Petersburg-based Northenland opts for two   
top-of-the-range V8-powered Scania trucks to work  
tough cargo routes in the far north of Norway.

Yevgenia TuruTina, owner and 
general director of Northenland, a 

road haulage company that ships frozen foodstuffs 
from Norway to St Petersburg and Moscow, admits 
that she is almost fanatical in her love of Scania 
trucks. “I just picked up a brand new car, but it was 
really no big deal,” she says. “When I pick up a new 
 Scania truck, though, it’s emotional – I actually 
want to hug it.”

Turutina is particularly proud of her latest acqui-
sitions: two trucks that were modified and fully 
kitted out to the fullest possible specifications by 
Scania for demonstrations at exhibitions and trade 
fairs. “Our other trucks are 500 horsepower, but we 
have certain very difficult routes where extra power 
is required,” she says. “These two new trucks have 
620 and 730 horsepower. They can cope when the 
going gets tough.”

Northenland has 18 Scania trucks, all of them V8s, 
in its fleet of 24 vehicles, but Turutina notes that her 
love for all things Scania is largely based on sound 
economic reasoning. “We’re shipping refrigerated 
fish from all around the Norwegian coast, and we 
have very tight time parameters,” she says. “We can’t 
afford any delays. The Scania trucks are incredibly 
reliable, and even if a minor problem does crop up, 
they’ll still be able to make it to a service centre. That 
allows us to really maximise productivity.”

Turutina stresses that those productivity savings 
are direct. “Our delivery contracts have very strict 

conditions and penalties for late 
deliveries,” she explains. “If break-
downs lower our productivity, that 
has an immediate impact on our 
income. That’s why we need our 
trucks to be reliable.”

Northenland’s vehicles clock up 
a relatively low 160,000 kilometres 
per year, but it’s the harsh con-
ditions they encounter, includ-
ing sheet ice and steep mountain 
roads, that make the power of a V8 
indispensable, Turutina says. “With 
vertical cliffs right along the side 
of the road, the V8’s power and the 
smoothness of its power delivery 
give our drivers the confidence they 
need,” she says.

That factor, along with extra 
investment in making the cabs really 
comfortable for the  drivers, leads 
to further savings for the company. 
“Drivers who can take this route are 
a rare breed,” says Turutina. “The 
round trip takes up to 10 days and 
is incredibly tough  psychologically 
and physically. Having Scania V8 trucks 
makes it that much easier, which means 
that the very best drivers stay with us. That 
alone brings huge benefits to our company.” 

“... we can’t 
 afford any 
 delays.” 
Yevgenia Turutina

russia

Text Tobin Auber  Photo Alexander Belenky
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In hIs younger days, Roberto Scarpa 
sailed the world as a merchant marine. When 

 family responsibilities brought him back to his native Italy, 
Scarpa used his experiences transporting  merchandise 
to set up a trucking business in Scorzè, a town about 
22  kilometres from Venice. He began his business with a 
 single truck. Today CST Scarpa Trasporti s.r.l. boasts a fleet 
of 220  vehicles and is growing by about 30 trucks a year. 

What accounts for the company’s success is its 
recognition that the basic movement of merchandise is 
only one aspect of the transport process, which en com 
passes logistics, storage, realtime information and 
professional service. Scarpa’s clients include supermarket 

chains and fastmoving consumer goods companies such 
as Unilever, Barilla, Electrolux and Campari, all of which 
expect performance and reliability as well as speed. 

To help meet these exacting expectations, Scarpa has 
gravitated to an allScania fleet over the years, half of 
which are V8s. Since 2008 he has bought only V8s, and 
his most recent order, in November 2011, was for 60 of 
them. He favours V8s for their reliability in view of the 
weight they must carry – 44 tonnes, the maximum tonnage 
permitted in Italy.

says scarpa: “The big advantages of Scania trucks are 
their power, reliability, performance, low maintenance 
costs compared with other trucks and their resale value. 
They retain their value over time, which matters to us since 
we sell our trucks after five years.” 

He acknowledges that Scania trucks have a higher 
initial price than some others, but says their total lifetime 
cost of operation is lower, with greater dependability 
and less downtime. 

 …greater 
depend
ability 
and less 
 downtime. 
Roberto Scarpa

The ITalIan 
armada
Former sailor Roberto Scarpa 
has built up a fleet of 220 
Scania trucks, half of which 
are powerful V8s.

Text Claudia Flisi  photo Maurizio Camagna

italy

Roberto Scarpa, 
owner of CST Scarpa 
Trasporti.
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CST Scarpa 
Trasporti 
in short 
Founded: 1990
Operations: 220 trucks for 
transport of consumer goods, 
including alimentary, with 
or without refrigeration and 
storage capabilities
Number of employees: 250

Scania trucks retain their 
value over time, says fleet 
owner Roberto Scarpa.
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First

Transport company  Yamahiro 
in osaka has taken the first 
delivery in Japan of a Scania 
r 730 6x6 for heavy-haulage. 
Its first mission was to trans-
port a 300-tonne  rolling 
machine used in the automo-
tive industry. In its second 
mission (pictured), the vehicle 
 combination pulled 160 
tonnes up the hills in Hakone 
south of Tokyo with inclines 
reaching 8 percent. 

The company has now 
ordered another similar truck 
for its operations. 

come...

Kenny Brus, exhibition builder at scania, had 
a different mission in mind while driving his 
truck to the 2011 truck Festival in opole, Poland. 
A couple stopped him at a gas station the night 
before the festival and said they were getting 
 married the following day. they asked Brus to 
drive them to the church in his truck, a scania 
Black Amber Limited edition. 

“they thought the truck was so good looking,” 
Brus recalls. “the bridegroom was a truck driver 
and had previously driven a scania truck.” 

the next day, a few hours before the festi-
val was to begin, Brus waited with his Black 
Amber outside the church to chauffeur the 
 married  couple. the ride itself was a memorable 
experience. 

“i had to honk all the way from the church, and 
both cars and people stopped us on our way to 
the wedding reception,” says Brus.

He promised the scania-loving newlyweds, 
Beata and Przemek, that he would visit them the 
next time he was in opole. 

Wedding carriage

Even though Gheorghe Vlase owns a big 
fleet in romania, he still likes to take the 
wheel. when he does drive, he rolls in his 
Scania Black amber, which, according to 
Vlase, is “the rolls-royce of trucks.” Vlase 
has even painted the semitrailer to match 
the Black amber’s tractor unit. The semi-
trailer is also adorned with a portrait of 
Mihai Eminescu, romania’s most famous 
and influential poet, as well as one of the 
poet’s most famous verses. 

Read more about Scania Limited Edition V8 
vehicles in the 2011 issue of Legend.

Poetry  
in motion

“ Scania 
Black 
 Amber is 
the Rolls- 
Royce of 
trucks.” 
Gheorghe Vlase, Romania

The newly married couple, 
Beata and Przemek.
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...First

a five-axle six-wheel drive 
 Scania r 730 equipped for 
mining,  the first of its kind in 
Europe, has been put into 
operation in the iron mines in 
Kiruna, Sweden. The truck 
will be used 20 hours a day, 
primarily to transport granite 
to the landfill after the ore 
has been separated in the 
sorting plant. 

owner ulf Eriksson says 
“dump trucks traditionally used 
in mines can handle more load, 
but they are twice the price, 
consume approximately 30 
percent more fuel, have higher 
insurance premiums and are 
more expensive to service.” 

served

Tailored for 
heavy-haulage
This Scania R 730 8x8 
heavy-haulage tractor is 
 tailored to provide high 
safety and mobility in 
specialised peacekeeping 
missions. 

Powered by the 730 hp 
Scania V8, the vehicle has 
been purpose-built for 
heavy-haulage peace-
keeping duties. It is an 
8x8 tractor equipped with 
a high-mounted Sca-
nia CrewCab with 
space for two driv-
ers and seating or 
resting facilities 
for an additional 
four to six people. 
Comfort and con-
venience have 
had high priority 

since the crew needs to be 
able to arrive rested at a 
new destination. 

The choice of engine out-
put and overall vehicle per-
formance are guided by the 
potential need to quickly 
withdraw from a hazardous 
area without the heavy-
haulage vehicles slowing 
down other units.
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on 20–23 april, a British 
film crew visited Scania on 
assignment from discovery 
Channel to shoot an epi-
sode for the popular show 
“How do They do It?” The 
episode will be eight to 10 
minutes long and broadcast 
throughout the world. 

The theme is Scania’s 
prestigious V8 truck. “The 
film crew will document 
machining work on the 
engine, how the engine 
is assembled, tested and 

finally assembled 
with the chas-
sis and cab as a 
complete truck 
off the assembly 
line,” says Patrik 
rask at Visit 
Scania. 

discovery 
 Channel’s “How do 
They do It?” goes behind 
the scenes to discover 
how things are done and 
made. Previous episodes 
have covered such diverse 

subjects as accordions, 
cricket bats, submarine 
 rescue and how hotels 
always manage to have hot 
water in showers. 

That’s how  
we do it

PowerTorque Magazine, 
one of australia’s premier 
truck publications, has given 
Scania’s r 730 flagship one 
of its two annual awards, for 
Technology and Innovation.

The awards recognise 
the significant advances in 
safety, performance and 
ability made by truck manu-
facturers through innovative 
design and the introduction 

of new technologies in this 
highly competitive segment. 

“The awesome perfor-
mance of the Scania r 730 
tractor unit with its addi-
tional high focus on vehicle 
safety systems makes 
this vehicle a standout 
performer in the australian 
heavy truck market,” says 
Chris Mullett, publisher of 
PowerTorque Magazine. 

Awarded down under
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heavy
 metal

Canadian mining company  
Agnico-Eagle Mines chose Scania V8  

trucks to work at its gold mine  
in the Finnish part of the land of  

the midnight sun. 

Text Anders Nordner  Photo Tobias Ohls

The Scania V8 trucks used by mine 

company Agnico-Eagle reach their 

maximum speed within 30  seconds, 

even on the  steepest parts of 

the mine routes.

14%
maximum incline
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EvEry four minuTEs a Scania R 560 V8 
truck leaves the only exit from Europe’s 

largest gold mine in Kittilä, Finland, some 830 kilo-
metres north of the country’s capital, Helsinki. This is 
where Agnico-Eagle Mines excavates around 5,000 
kilograms of gold every year. With an average of 4.65 
grams of gold per tonne of ore, the calculations are easy: 
The company handles more than 1 million tonnes of ore 
every year. 

Until recently, ore transport for Agnico-Eagle was 
performed by an external contractor. As of September 
2011, however, the company started its own operations 
and put Scania R 560 V8 trucks into operation. To cope 
with the special terrain, with inclines of between 14 and 
16 percent, the trucks are equipped with Allison heavy-
duty gearboxes with torque converters. 

Agnico-Eagle has eight Scania V8 trucks that are 
used to transport 30 tonnes of gold ore per day from a 
depth of 600 metres. Up the aforementioned incline, 
the trucks travel at full speed for 12 to 15 minutes from 
inside the mine to ground level. 

finland

Mining company Agnico-Eagle takes advantage of 
the high average speed of its Scania R 560 V8 trucks 
to transport gold ore. 
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The vehicles used are standard trucks manufactured at 
Scania’s production facilities in Södertälje, Sweden, with 
some additional adaptations performed in  Finland, such as 
an additional oil cooler, an special air filter and some addi-
tional strengthening of the powertrain. 

The trucks are in operation 20 hours a day, 365 days a 
year, reaching some 5,000 hours of operation every year. 
And the missing four hours? Every day, the mine is closed 
between 05:00 and 07:00 as well as between 17:00 and 
19:00 for blasting. 

According to Seppo Rumpunen, sales manager for off-
road vehicles at Scania in Finland, the harsh conditions 
put severe strain on the trucks’ cabs and tipper bodies, 
leaving them with a five-year service life. The engine and 
powertrain, however, last much longer. 

So why did Agnico-Eagle choose Scania? 
“Their high average speed, gearbox and the ease-of-use,” 

says Kimmo Hannukainen, human resources and press 
manager at Agnico-Eagle. 

To help Agnico-Eagle get the most out of the trucks, 
Scania also offers driver training. Agnico-Eagle drivers are 
experienced, but Hannukainen would like to hire more 
female drivers or older drivers. “They handle the trucks 
more carefully,” he says. 

“ Why Scania 
trucks? their 
high average 
speed.”
Kimmo Hannukainen, human 
resources and press manager, 
 Agnico-Eagle Mines Ltd.

Every four minutes a Scania R 560 V8 leaves the Kittilä gold mine 
with its 30 tonnes gold ore load. 

Kittilä  
gold mine
■  Arriving transports:  

1,400 trucks per year 
■  Diesel consumption:  

25 cubic metres per day 
■  Employees: 439 plus  

167 contractors 
■  Operation: 20x7x365 
■  Truck drivers: 30 
■  Depth: Currently 600 

metres, but gold is 
confirmed down to 1,700 
metres (“We haven’t found 
the boundaries yet.”) 

■  Production: Gold and 
silver (at a value of 175 
million euros and 120,000 
euros, respectively) 

■  Estimated lifetime: 2042 
■  Departing transports: 

5,000 kilograms of gold 
per year 

The Scania V8 trucks can maintain an average speed 
of 20 km/h compared with competitors’ 16 km/h. With a 
planned ore transport volume increase within the next few 
years, from 3,000 tonnes per day to 3,750 tonnes, a higher 
average speed is crucial. 



Tracking 
The fuTure 

Text Anders Nordner  Photo Dan Boman 

Lap after lap they put maximum stress  
on their vehicles – but these are not race 
car drivers. At Scania’s test track, test 
drivers spend hours behind the wheel, 
pushing future V8 models to the limit. 

The sound of Trucks speeding around at Scania’s 
test track in Södertälje, Sweden, is never ending. The 
vehicles are pushed to extremes to see when and 
where their breaking points lie. 

“Our mission is to find any faults before the trucks 
get in the hands of our  customers,” explains Johan 
Lindh, manager at the vehicle validation department. 
“Every new truck that leaves Scania should be a bet-
ter truck than the previous one.” 

His statement reflects Scania’s continuous 
improvements strategy. Whenever a deviation is 
found, it is  taken care of. 

Mission: Expose 
the  vehicles to as 
much as possible 
in the shortest time 
possible. 



Noise-measuring station 

Skid pad

Shake track

Shake track

16%

Up to 50% inclines

Shake track
High-speed circuit

Gravel track

Rail crossing

“We focus on deviations,” says 
 Henrik Pettersson,  validation engineer, 
who describes the testing procedure as sys-
tematic troubleshooting. Everything that a test driv-
er experiences as a deviation from the norm is reported.

The operation at the vehicle validation department 
is best described as forced testing. The vehicles are 
assessed regarding both strength and durability, as well as 
properties. 

“We assess the vehicles subjectively and systematically 
over the test period,” Lindh continues. “Every driver expe-
riences the vehicles in his or her own way. By letting many 
drivers evaluate the vehicles, we can assure the results and 
assessments are fair and objective.” 

Testing the vehicles over a calendar year has the advan-
tage of exposing them to the four seasons in which they 
may be forced to drive. In addition, the vehicles are sub-
jected to extreme weather conditions: They are driven to 
Spain for summer tests in up to 40 degrees Celsius and to 
northern Sweden for winter tests in temperatures as low as 
–40 degrees Celsius – a hefty 80 degrees difference. 

The vehicles TesTed by the vehicle definition depart-
ment correspond to future versions of fleets, with 
improved engines and gearboxes. 

The test conditions are designed and well-defined 
according to specific uses. V8 trucks, for example, are 
adapted for long-haulage rather than city use. All test situ-
ations have one thing in common: They always include 
high payloads. The vehicles are loaded to the maximum 
limit. Every single compartment and storage space is filled 
with weights.

The crew at the vehicle validation department has to be 
just as productive as any transport company. “To be able 
to test the vehicles as much as possible, we have to avoid 
standstills,” Lindh says. 

The results from the test period are used to increase 
the quality of the vehicles and develop repair and 
 maintenance operations. It is knowledge-based improve-
ment at its best. 

Testing 
procedures
When a Scania truck is 
handed over to its owner, it 
has been thoroughly tested 
in several steps. The engine 
development department 
tests engines in test beds 
and the field test depart-
ment tests trucks in normal 
use, while the vehicle 
validation department tests 
future trucks. These tests 
are carried out on Sca-
nia’s test track (see map) 
located at the research 
and development centre in 
Södertälje, Sweden. 

Test track
Scania’s test track is seven kilometres long. 
It includes shake tracks, steep inclines between 
16 and 50 percent, a high-speed circuit, a skid test 
area and a water barrier. 
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Joel Pilot (left) and Jan Andersson spend hours every day 
testing future trucks at Scania’s proving grounds. 

A dAy At  
the trAck

scania emPloys 18 test drivers ranging in age from 
25 to 65 years, resulting in a range of opinions on the 
vehicles’ behaviour. The drivers have the experience 
required to assess both the complete vehicle and details 
of its performance. Their opinions range from obser-
vations on styling and cab interior design to software 
and durability. 

In addition to obvious problems, the test drivers also 
report when something doesn’t feel as it should. To 
help the drivers in their daily tasks, the test trucks are 
equipped with a button that they push as soon as a devi-
ation is experienced, recording the time of the event. 

The vehicles tested are driven in two shifts accord-
ing to a predetermined and well-documented rou-
tine. After every shift each vehicle is inspected accord-
ing to a checklist, and any deviation is reported and 
 photographed. The report is extremely detailed and 
accounts for everything down to a single screw. Should 
no faults be found, the vehicle is then tested on public 
roads. 

“We have to act as if we were transporting fresh fish,” 
says test driver Jan Andersson. 

Whether on the test track or on the road, the test driv-
ers are totally devoted to their mission. Just like any other 
professional driver, they have to follow strict work envi-
ronment legislation. 

“For example, there are limits to the amount of time we 
can spend on the shake track,” says test driver Joel Pilot. 

To help the drivers in their work, they have individual 
exercise programmes developed by ergonomists to keep 
their backs and necks in good condition. They also have 
the opportunity to exercise during working hours, keep-
ing themselves in top shape for the trials ahead.

It just goes to show that even people need service 
and maintenance. 

Jan Andersson and Joel Pilot are test 
drivers and team leaders. They possess 
the skills required to provide feedback 
on details big and small as they put 
Scania vehicles to the test.“ Our mission 

is to find any 
faults before 
the trucks 
get in the 
hands of our 
customers.” 
Johan Lindh, head of  vehicle 
validation at Scania
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“ Thanks to the new trucks,  
it is  possible to drive  
the whole  distance with-
out having to take the 
daily break.” 
Christer Condrup

So much  
The beTTer

The company Bring Frigo 
in Helsingborg, Sweden, is 

a specialist in temperature- controlled 
logistics for food. The company trans-
ports goods to Borlänge in the county of 
Dalecarlia, some 600 kilometres north of 
Helsingborg. 

Towards the end of 2011 Bring Frigo 
 purchased seven Scania R 730 V8 trucks, 
adding to the Scania R 500 and R 560 V8 
trucks already in its fleet. 

“With these new vehicles we can main-
tain a higher average speed and gain driving 
time, thanks to the more powerful engines,” 
says Christer Condrup, fleet manager at 
Bring Frigo. “Thanks to the new trucks, it is 
possible to drive the whole distance without 
having to take the daily break.” 

This obviously increases the company’s 
productivity. 

Jonas Lohmander is one of Bring Frigo’s 
drivers. Having worked as a driver since 
1987 and at Bring Frigo for the past two 

years, he appreciates the new V8 trucks 
and loves their performance. 

“The new trucks have a completely 
 different gear ratio,” he says. “There is 
less gearchanging when pulling away and 
cruising is relaxed at lower revs.” 

The long-time driver says he is most 
impressed by the fuel consumption.

“Scania said the R 730 would be  cheaper 
to drive than other powerful trucks, but 
I was sceptical,” says Lohmander. “Now, 
after some 60,000 kilometres, I realise the 
truck  consumes 1.5 to 2 litres less fuel per 
100  kilometres, which saves quite a lot of 
 money over a year.” 

Lohmander believes the fuel consump-
tion will decrease even further. 

“It’s impressive that such a huge vehicle 
with so much power can be that economi-
cal,” he says. “Today’s fierce competition 
makes it more important than ever to 
 operate with vehicles that are as efficient 
and economical as possible.” 

Shorter driving times, reduced fuel consumption and 
ear-to-ear smiles. That’s what haulier Bring Frigo 
achieved by  adding more Scania V8 trucks to its fleet. 
Text Carola Ålstig  photo Martin Olson

SWEDEN

Bring Frigo in Helsingborg, Sweden, 
operates 76 trucks in total, 64 of which 
are V8 trucks from Scania.
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4
Anna Westerberg
Product Manager Accessories at Scania

What do you do at Scania 
Accessories?
“We’re a group of five product man-
agers and a manager. Together with 
dedicated  purchasers, designers and 
engineers, we develop, test and market 
new vehicle accessories.”

What factors decide if a product 
is good enough to be part of the 
Scania V8 accessory assortment?
“Just as with all other accessories, V8 
accessories must be of high quality 
and perfectly designed for our vehicles. 
They should also give the  vehicles a 
powerful and majestic look. I work with 
exterior styling as well as  fuel-reducing 
products. In addition to the aesthetic 
look of the products, it is important that 
they harmonise with the shape of the 
 vehicle to minimise drag and facilitate 
servicing. When it comes to acces-
sories inside the cab, it is important 
that they make the driver’s daily work 
easier.”

Where can you buy Scania’s 
V8 accessories? 
“The products are distributed through 
our dealer and retail network. They can 
be purchased in shops and from vehi-
cle sales staff at Scania dealers. Cus-
tomers may also access the products 
via the Scania Accessories catalogue, 
which is available at scania.com and at 
local  Scania websites.” 

What are the five best-selling  
Scania V8 accessories? 
“The V8 badge behind the front wheel, 
the V8 door badge placed in front of the 
door handle (available in three colours: 
piano black, brilliant silver and chrome), 
the semi-transparent V8 decor 
stripe for the cab side, the brushed- 
aluminium V8 decor stripe that can be 
fitted on trailers, and the chrome V8 
badge for the front grille.”

questionsV8
that sPELL 
PRODUCts

Text Carola Ålstig   Photo Scania

1.  Semi-transparent V8 cab 
side decor stripe. 

2. V8 badge in stainless steel.
3.  Brushed aluminium V8 

 decor stripe. 
4. Chrome V8 engine badge.
5. Piano black V8 door badge.
6. Chrome V8 door badge.

5.

6.
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“I got my fIrst taste of Scania 
in 1986 when I bought a 260 hp 

Scania P92,” says New Zealand haulier Warren Good. 
“It clocked up 2.3 million kilometres without breaking 
down and kept me going when times were tough. If it 
had broken down I wouldn’t be where I am today.” 

Good runs his fleet of seven Scania trucks out 
of Dunedin on New Zealand’s South Island. All his 
trucks have V8 engines. “This has contributed to the 
success of my business,” he says. 

Four of these trucks run constantly on contract 
for two of New Zealand’s biggest overnight delivery 
services – New Zealand Couriers and Post Haste. 

These four trucks run 1,330 kilometres per day 
from Dunedin North to the Christchurch airport, a 

730-kilometre run. Christchurch is a logistics hub 
for the South Island. 

There the trucks unload their containers, filled with 
as many as 15,000 small parcels from Amazon.com 
and other online shopping sites, and reload new ones 
that have arrived by plane from the North Island. 

After 40 minutes, the trucks turn around and drive 
600 kilometres to Invercargill, the southernmost 
city on the South Island. 

good’s trucks run around the clock except on 
 Saturdays. The terrain is mountainous and icy in 
 winter. There are no superhighways. 

“With our high-horsepower trucks it is like the hills 
don’t exist,” says Good. Other trucks may go faster 

As Good 
As it Gets

No job is too arduous, no terrain too difficult for this 
Kiwi’s fleet of Scania V8s, which traverse the length and 
breadth of the island nation. text Alexander Farnsworth  

Photo Clive Copeman

new zealand
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on the flat roads, he explains, but they are overtaken 
by his Scania V8s on the hills. 

The speed limit for trucks in New Zealand is 90 
kilometres per hour, which was raised several years 
ago to avoid congestion on the country’s network of 
primarily two-lane roads. 

Good says the combination of the powerful 
V8 engine together with the Scania Retarder and 
Opticruise systems for hill driving allows him to save 
20 minutes per 1,330-kilometre trip compared with 
previous trucks he has had. And then there is the fuel 
economy that these savings engender.

“Twenty minutes means a lot in this time-sensitive 
overnight courier business,” says Good. “It is all 
about building your reputation.” 

“ Twenty minutes 
means a lot in this 
time-sensitive 
overnight courier 
business.”

     Warren Good

Warren  
Good’s fleet
Two Scania R 730 V8 trucks, less than 
a year old, drive for Post Haste with a 
silver and black colour scheme.

Two Scania R 620 V8 trucks, from 
2010 and 2007, drive for New Zealand 
Couriers with a red and yellow colour 
scheme. 

Good’s fleet also includes a Scania 
R 580 V8, with 2 million kilometres on 
it, which is used as a spare; a Scania 
R 530 V8, which is occasionally leased 
out; and a Scania R 580 V8, which 
Good uses to transport cars to the 
classic car races that he participates 
in around the country. 

Warren Good’s successful business 
is based on Scania V8 trucks.
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GoinG to Great

lenGths
Malaysia’s longest liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) truck has now been on the road for 

a year and a half, and Gurmit Singh, the truck’s owner and 
director of Pengangkutan Aliran Teraju Sdn. Bhd. (PATSB), 
is convinced that the investment was the right decision. 

“The amazing thing is that this truck is very power-
ful even under full load and is more comfortable than my 
own passenger car,” he says. “Our drivers are proud to 
drive the vehicle as it is one of the most advanced trucks 
available, equipped with innovations and technology that 
are at the forefront of development.” 

In August 2010 Singh explored truck options and even-
tually decided to invest in his first unit, a Scania R 500 V8 
B-double combination. He recently received his second 
Scania R 500 V8, also a B-double. 

“Regular LPG semitrailers carry 20 pallets containing 
a total of 700 LPG tanks,” Singh explains. “However, the 
25-metre-long B-double combination, pulled by the Sca-
nia R 500 featuring the Scania V8 engine, allows capac-
ity to be increased to 33 pallets, carrying a total of 1,155 
LPG tanks – a whopping 65 percent increase. Previously, 
I used to spend 0.35 Malaysian ringgit (0.08 euro) per LPG 
tank in fuel. Now I only spend 0.25 ringgit (0.06 euro) and 
I can carry more loads. At present, we are in the midst of 
increasing the load capacity by up to 75 percent.”

Guaranteeing safety was always of utmost importance 
for PATSB. But the fact that the Scania R 500 fully com-

plies with the European Agreement concerning the In-
ternational Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR) 
and comes equipped with a full range of safety features, 
such as ESP, ABS and lane departure warning, has boost-
ed Singh’s confidence in the purchase even further. 

“I am happy that I have made a good business deci-
sion,” he says. “With average mileage of 600 kilometres 
a day at an average of 75 kilometres per hour - the maxi-
mum speed limit on Malaysian roads is 80 km/h - main-
tenance is relatively low. The uptime is fantastic. I only 
have to visit a Scania workshop three times a year for 
scheduled maintenance.” 

According to Singh, the Malaysian Road Transport 
 Department has issued only six permits for such trucks, 
and he is proud to have obtained three of them. Singh has 
recently added an additional Scania V8 truck, and with 
one more permit still in hand he is planning to invest in 
another unit, which clearly reflects his satisfaction with 
the product and the services that Scania provides.

“Scania offers very good and prompt service,” he says.  
“Their 24/7 road assistance backed by a network of pro-
fessional and competent service workshops gives us 
peace of mind. We know we are in the hands of the right 
people to deal with roadside emergencies. In  addition, 
Scania’s comprehensive driver training programme helps 
our drivers know the truck better, enabling them to 
 operate it at an optimum level.” 

At 25 metres, PATSB’s truck is the 
longest LPG truck in Malaysia. It is 
powered by a Scania R 500 V8 and 
has a significant capacity advantage 
over regular semitrailer trucks. 
text Mary Tang Boon Kean  Photo Saiful Lizam

MALAYSIA

Scania R 500 V8 B-double 
combinations. 

Gurmit Singh, owner of 
 Pengangkutan Aliran Teraju 
Sdn. Bhd. 

 ... a whopping 
65  percent 
 increase  
(in capacity). 

Gurmit Singh
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Legendary 
 productivity

Text Anders Nordner  Photo Yasin Guneysu, Getty Images

2 
In 2010 the second 
issue of Legend was 
released and focused 
on the Scania R 730, 
the flagship model 
of Scania’s V8 truck 
offerings. With four 
power ratings to 
choose from, Scania’s 
V8 customers have 
a wide choice that 
nobody can match. 
Also in this issue, 
four European field 
test drivers put the 
new Scania V8 truck 
to the test. 

4 
In this, the fourth 
issue of Legend, the 
common denomina-
tor is productivity. 
This means different 
things in different 
applications and can 
vary from maintaining 
a high average speed 
in harsh conditions 
to consuming fuel 
as efficiently as pos-
sible regardless of 
payload. 

1
Published in 2009, 
the first issue of 
Legend celebrated 
the 40th anniver-
sary of the launch 
of  Scania’s legend-
ary V8 engine. The 
world’s most power-
ful truck engine at 
the time increased 
productivity practi-
cally overnight.

3 
The third issue 
of Legend in 2011 
showcased compa-
nies from all over the 
world that depend 
on Scania V8 trucks 
for their livelihood. 
Even though these 
trucks are used 
for a variety of 
purposes, the com-
panies all reap the 
benefits of Scania’s 
outstanding perfor-
mance, reliability 
and fuel economy. 

A work of ArT Piece by piece, 1,827 items come together into a pièce de 
résistance: a Scania V8 engine. Scan the QR code to see a fanciful vision of the King 

of the Road being born. The clip features pictures from the 2011 issue of Legend. 
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Cover: Situated in Linköping,  Sweden, 
Krossteknik  provides crushed rock 
and gravel for building materials. 

Krossteknik has a mobile  crushing 
operation, and its pounders use 
 industrial engines from Scania: two 
V8s and five straight sixes. 
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