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EDITORIAL

Super-heavy  
made easy
When Scania reintroduced the 
V8 engine in Brazil soon after 
the turn of the millennium, 
the super-heavy transport 
industry cheered. Logistics 
company Tomé, a special-
ist in transporting heavy 
goods, quickly bought four 
new Scania 8x4 V8 heavy-duty 
tractors to meet the need for 
super-heavy haulage tasks for 
power stations and other infra-
structure in Brazil. To pull its 
450-tonne cargos, Tomé had to 
connect two Scania V8 trucks. 

Text: Conny Hetting  
Photo: ABC Imagem
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SCAniA V8 EnginES are special. 
Special because they offer a remarkable combination of high 

performance and outstanding economy. The massive amount 
of torque enables cruising all day. Thousands of V8 customers 
using this special engine can testify to how the faster journey 
times push up productivity. At the same time its better fuel 
economy keeps down the cost of operation.

Scania V8 engines are special because they deliver power 
and torque with such great ease. No matter what the load or 
the road, these engines are never close to the limit of their 
capacity for hard work. 

And special, just because they are V8s. A Scania V8 has 
something extra. It’s more than symbolic. Anyone can feel the 
power or hear that unique V8 sound. 

For 40 years Scania has been committed to the use of V8 
engines for its biggest and most powerful trucks. As this rum-

bling and powerful legend turns 40, it is 
worth its own special magazine. 

And the V8 story continues. You can 
follow it on Scania’s websites and customer 

magazines throughout the world.

Martin Lundstedt
Executive Vice President
Franchise and Factory Sales
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The legend 
Turns 40

The power, the feeling and the unmis- 
takeable sound are part of what makes  
Scania’s V8 engine a legend. In 2009  
Scania celebrates the 40th anniversary  
of the V8. Here’s the story behind it all.

W
hen Scania unveiled 
the 350 hp V8 engine 
in 1969, it was her-
alded as Europe’s 
most powerful diesel 

truck engine, and it held this distinction 
for many years. 

At the start of the 1960s, Scania-
Vabis’ 8- and 11-litre engines were 
able to reach 250 hp. Such an output 
could meet the growing demands 
of continental long-haulage, but the 
engineers at Scania-Vabis realised that 
it would not be sufficient in the long 
run - especially in timber haulage and 
heavy long-haulage. 

In 1962, the company decided to 
develop a more powerful engine. 
Large-scale development work was 
already underway on a new genera-
tion of forward-control trucks that 
would be unveiled in 1968. However, 
neither the inline eight nor a larger 
inline six would fit underneath a  
forward-control cab. The engineers 

considered a V-configuration that 
would fit into the same frame and 
under the same cab as the 11-litre 
inline six.

The concept involved a powerful but 
very compact power unit: a 90-degree 
V8 featuring a 14.2-litre swept volume. 

“We realised that about 350 hp was 
needed to achieve good driveability,” 
recalls Bengt Gadefelt, the man behind 
the V8. “That meant approximately 100 
hp more than our other engines.”

Driveability characterises how an 
engine behaves, together with the rest 
of the powertrain, while driving. To 
Scania-Vabis engineers, good drive-
ability meant that a truck should:

•  Require few gearchanges through-
out its speed range.

•  Have good tractive power at low 
engine speeds.

•  Have sufficient surplus output 
throughout its engine

 speed range.

Text: Per-Erik Nordström  Photos: Dan Boman, Ingemar Eriksson,  
Jonas Nordin, Stefan Almers, Henrique Lorca and Scania Archive
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An engine’s peak power is generally of 
secondary importance, compared with 
its driveability. However, its torque 
characteristics are critical in determin-
ing how well the engine performs.

The new Scania-Vabis 14.2-litre 
engine, which had no genuine pre-
decessor in the diesel engine world, 
was unique in several ways. It was 
designed for turbocharging from 
the start, and it was dimensioned to 
ensure that the engine delivered the 
goods over a long lifespan.

ThE EnginE’S APPEArAnCE was very 
distinctive, with its V-shaped valve 
covers on individual cylinder heads. 
Scania-Vabis’ engineers set the output 
requirement at 350 hp. No European 
competitor even came close.

The Scania LB140 models quickly 
won acclaim. They combined high 

output with a torque curve that flat-
tered the use of low engine speeds – a 
pleasant and effective combination in 
a heavy vehicle. Many customers also 
liked the V8 emblem on the grille and 
the typical, powerful rumbling of the 
engine. All this, combined with excep-
tional durability and service life, made 
the 14-litre V8 engine a legend – and 
the King of the Road epithet was born.

Seven years later, in 1976, Scania took 
the first important step in the further 
refinement of the V8. It boosted the 
engine’s output to 375 hp and made 
the engine even more powerful at low 
revs. At the same time the company 
launched its “low-rev philosophy”:
•  Maximum power up from 350  

to 375 hp, but at 2,000 instead  
of 2,300 r/min.

•  Maximum torque increased from 
1,245 to 1,480 Nm, but peak torque 

occurred at 1,300 r/min, as com-
pared with the previous 1,500 r/min.

•  Specific fuel consumption 
decreased from 216 to 211 g/kWh 
at 1,500 instead of 1,600 r/min.

This low-rev philosophy has contin-
ued to characterise Scania’s engine 
development work since that time.

The next important milestones in 
the history of Scania’s 14-litre engine 
were the addition of charge-cooling 
(intercooling), introduced in 1982, and 
the launch of Scania’s 3-series truck 
range in 1987, in which three new V8 
variants were unveiled, topped by a 
470 hp unit with electronically con-
trolled fuel injection (EDC). 

By the early 1990s, environmental  
demands had become increasingly  
important. In conjunction with 
Scania’s 100th anniversary celebration  

All-new, compact 
14-litre V8 pro-
ducing a record 
350 hp and 1,245 
Nm in turbo-
charged form, 
with individual 
cylinder heads.

500 hp V8, with 
EDC and mechan-
ically injected 450 
hp. First series-
production truck 
engine with turbo-
compounding 
(11-litre 400 hp). 
Scania first to  
market with  
Euro 1.

scania T143 4x2 
500 Topline with 
bulk-semitrailer.

1969 1976 1991
The new scania V8 engine was introduced in 
the summer of 1969. At that time the engine 
was the most powerful truck diesel engine in 
europe.

“Low-rev philoso-
phy” launched 
with a green band 
on the rev counter 
for the 375 hp 
14-litre V8 engine, 
which featured 
torque peaks 
at lower revs to 
promote fuel 
economy. 

scania LBs141 6x2 
with 375 hp 14-litre 
V8-engine, refrig-
erated body and 
trailer.

We realised that 350 hp was needed  
to achieve good driveability. That 
meant approximately 100 hp more 
than our other engines” 
Bengt Gadefelt, the man behind Scania’s V8

Sound characteristics
Power and torque are obvious char-
acteristics of a scania V8, but it also 
makes sound business sense.

Outstanding fuel economy – V8 
engines are always working well within 
their enormous capability,  
ensuring the best fuel economy even  
in hilly terrains.

Long-term reliability – An under-
stressed engine means less time in  
the workshop.

Progress
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in 1991, the company introduced  
a complete range of Euro 1 engines, 
including two V8s: a mechanically 
governed 450 hp engine and a 500 hp 
EDC engine, the first truck engine to 
break the 500 hp barrier.

Concurrently, Scania was devel-
oping a new 4-series product range, 
which was launched in late 1995, 
powered by revised V8 engines rated 
at 460 and 530 hp and a new 12-litre 
inline six.

in ThE nEw millennium the original 
V8 legend was gradually replaced by 
the substantially more powerful 16-litre 
V8, which had power ratings of 480 and 
580 hp at 1,900 r/min and up to 2,700 
Nm of torque – more than double the 
figure of the original V8 in 1969. 

In all, Scania manufactured more 
than 170,000 14-litre V8-engines, 

making it by far the best-selling 
engine in the high-output segment. 

Looking back, the first Scania 
14-litre V8 engine had power and 
torque ratings of 350 hp and 1,245 Nm. 
The final version before replacement 
produced 530 hp and 2,300 Nm for 
trucks and up to 800 hp for marine 
applications. Torque of the 14-litre V8 
has thus been boosted by 85 percent 
in 32 years. 

The new R-series truck range 
was introduced in 2004, replac-
ing the 4-series. In 2005 Scania 
launched its new range of Euro 4 
and Euro 5 engines, including V8 
engines with outputs of 500, 560 
and 620 hp and up to 3,000 Nm 
of torque, using technologies to 
match the environmental require-
ments in the most efficient manner for 
all types of transport. The new King of 

the Road, the Scania R 620, was built 
for long distances, heavy loads and 
mountain roads. The legend – and 
that ubiquitous rumble – lives on. 

scania r 500 timber truck 
plying the roads of Brazil.

4-series trucks 
launched with 
substantially 
redesigned 
14-litre V8-engine 
for 4-series fea-
turing second-
generation EDC 
with timing 
control (460 and 
530 hp). Brand 
new six-cylinder 
12-litre engine 
launched (360 
and 400 hp).

9-litre engine 
enlarged to a full 
9 litres for 
4-series (220, 260 
and 310 hp). 

All-new 16-litre 
V8 Euro 3-engine 
(480 and 580 
hp) launched to 
gradually replace 
14-litre V8. Modu-
larised with many 
components in 
common with 
12-litre six-cylin-
der engine. 

V8 upgraded for 
R-series (500 and 
580 hp). First Euro 
4 truck engine 
launched (12-litre 
420 hp with 
Scania EGR).

1995 1996 2000 2004 2005 2007 2009

The new millennium 
saw the powerful 
16-litre V8.

Scania V8 truck 
engines turn 40, 
stronger than 
ever.

Scania launches 
its broadest 
range of engines 
ever, including 
500, 560 and 620 
hp V8s. Euro 
3, Euro 4 and 
Euro 5 versions 
available.

All V8s upgraded 
to Euro 5, con-
tinuing the tradi-
tion of effortless 
power and unsur-
passed longevity.



8  LEGEND  •  2009 

1969 Scania V8 took the competition’s breath away
Development work had been under 

way since 1962. Three years of tough 

laboratory and highway testing confirmed 

that it would be a success. When Scania 

unveiled its DS 14 V8 engine at the 1969 

international motor show in Frankfurt, it 

gave competitors a knock-out punch.  

At 350 hp, it was the world’s most 

powerful diesel engine for trucks,  

and journalists were interested. It  

had been many years since a truck-

related product triggered so many 

questions and positive comments. 

Denmark’s Motor-magasinet wrote: 

“There is no doubt that the new Scania 

engine will meet future needs for trucks 

with substantially higher output than 

today. In this way, the natural tensions 

between slower commercial vehicles and 

faster car traffic can be smoothed, a more 

h
Enrik OLSSOn, today 72 years old, remembers 
very well his introduction to the Scania V8 
engine.

“When we found out about this new engine, 
with 90 more horses than anything else we had, 

I decided on the spot to buy one,” he says. “In our forests there 
was a great need for extra power. After bodywork, the truck, an 
LBT140, began operating on two shifts. Soon it was joined by 
another LBT140.” 

It was a learning experience. Olsson remembers especially 
how calmly the clutch needed to be handled.

“It grabbed hold immediately, so it wasn’t entirely easy to 
make a smooth start,” he recalls. “The engine was a bit power-
ful for the drive shaft, and on a couple of occasions we needed 
emergency care at the Lecab Scania workshop in Karlstad. One 
of the reasons why we stuck with Scania was that not only was 
it a good truck, but the service was also outstanding. We always 
got help when we needed it.”

A total of 12 people worked at the haulage company. In addi-
tion to four forestry trucks, its fleet included excavators and 
crane trucks. 

Olsson ran the company until 1987. After 20 years in the busi-
ness, he switched careers and became an official of the Värmland 
province hauliers’ association. He was quite happy representing 
hauliers in their dealings with politicians and public authorities. 
He remained in this position until his retirement.

So what happened to the first Scania V8? After four years 
and 600,000 problem-free kilometres, it was replaced. 

CASE

The first Scania V8 truck was delivered to  
Henrik Olssons Åkeri, a haulage firm in  
Edsvalla, Sweden, for use in forestry work. 
Text: Mats Karlsson  Photos: Scania’s archive and Henrik Olsson

The firsT 

The first V8 truck sold to a customer  
in Sweden was a Scania LBT140, 

licence plate no. S 6760, which went  
to Henrik Olssons Åkeri AB in  

Edsvalla, outside Karlstad. In the  
photo, driver Pär Sundling (left)  

and owner Henrik Olsson pose in  
front of the “wonder truck”. 

cusTomerV8 
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In 1969 the V8 driver...
... was listening to Elvis Presley’s come-

back album From Elvis in Memphis and 

maybe also the Beatles’ Yellow Submarine. 

At the cinema, Midnight Cowboy featured 

a young Dustin Hoffman. And mankind had 

just landed on the moon.

uniform traffic rhythm achieved on the 

heavily used road network, and the traffic 

capacity of roads can be increased.” 

Scania’s Swedish customer 

magazine MIL elaborated on the V8’s 

expected traffic characteristics: “The 

new engine gives the 140 series both 

transport economy and road safety 

The Scania LBT140 
was driven in two 
shifts by Pär Sundling 
and David Andersson. 
Not long afterward, 
the company added 
another V8. 

In addition to four forestry 
trucks, the company’s 

fleet included excavators 
and crane trucks. A total 

of 12 people worked at 
Henrik Olssons Åkeri. 

One of the reasons why  
we stuck with Scania was  
that not only was it a good 
truck, but the service  
was also outstanding.  
We always got help when 
we needed it.”

advantages. High tractive power 

provides more even speed with large 

loads. When climbing hills with more 

than a 1 percent incline, you can count 

on 30 percent higher speed for a fully 

loaded long-haul rig. Better acceleration 

enables the truck to adapt smoothly to 

increasingly dense highway traffic.”   

After the 1969 launch, Scania’s LB140 

models with a V8 engine quickly won 

acclaim in the transport industry. High 

output combined with a torque curve 

emphasising low engine speeds were  

a pleasant and effective combination in 

a heavy vehicle. 

A legend was born.
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1973 The haulier’s pride
One cloudy spring day in 1973, Stig 

Blomkvist posed outdoors with his 

brand new Scania LS140S. His family’s 

haulage company, which had started 

with four work horses, had bought a V8. 

A newspaper reporter was on hand to 

he recalls. “They had a completely dif-

ferent rhythm and engine power. And in 

terms of image, it was a leap for us.” 

At that time, a few months before the 

oil crisis that would spark a widespread 

economic crisis, he was very optimistic. 

Through persistent streamlining,  

write about the Blomkvist haulage com-

pany, and Managing Director Stig Blom-

kvist could not imagine a better symbol 

of his company’s faith in the future than 

his newly purchased Scania truck.

 “Starting to drive with V8 engines in 

our trucks was an enormous change,” 

CASE

– on the road and  
in the pocketbook

securiTy
Without the “Black King”, there would be 
no fries at McDonald’s restaurants in  
central Europe. In his personally designed 
Scania R 620, Günther Goldinger delivers 
400 tonnes of top-quality potatoes a week 
to hungry fast-food customers.
Text and photos: Conny Hetting

hE bLACk V8 – the “Black 
King” – is a familiar 
sight on the challenging 
roads of the Alps. Every 
day Günther Goldinger 

and his brother, who also drives a 
Scania V8, leave Hollabrunn, north of 
Vienna, to pick up potatoes from the 
agricultural districts of Austria and 
neighbouring countries for deliv-
ery to the food processing company 
Frisch und Frost. Frisch und Frost 
has been producing French fries for 
McDonald’s restaurants in central 
Europe for the past 25 years. These 
daily runs the Goldinger brothers 
and two other hauliers make add 
up to more than 100,000 tonnes 
of potatoes annually and are gov-

erned by strict delivery precision 
requirements. 

 “You can certainly haul potatoes 
without having V8 engines, but  
not these potatoes, and not here 
in mountainous Austria,” Günther 
Goldinger notes. 

The Frisch und Frost contract 
accounts for more than 80 percent of 
the Goldinger brothers’ sales, which is 
why they have invested in trucks whose 
engines offer the highest possible reli-
ability. Delivery times are sacred. The 
logistics and production chain that 
begins on Europe’s potato farms and 
ends up in the hands of McDonald’s 
customers simply must not be broken.

 “We have to be able to rely on our 
vehicles − all the time,” Goldinger 

T
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In 1973 the V8 driver...
... was still listening to Elvis, now live 

from Honolulu. But a driver with slightly 

more daring taste was testing a new guy 

on his stereo, Bruce Springsteen, who 

had made his recording debut with the 

album Greetings from Asbury Park, N.J. 

specialisation and a modern new fleet, 

he was counting on rapid expansion for 

the company.  

Eight years later, having had enough 

of new taxes and mounting competi-

tion, he sold the haulage company and 

moved to France. 

At the cinema, he was charmed  

by Paul Newman and Robert Redford  

in The Sting and was amazed by  

the newly inaugurated World Trade 

Center in New York. 

– on the road and  
in the pocketbook

Goldinger  
Gütertransport 
GmbH
based in: Hollabrunn, Austria

Transport vehicles: scania r 620 
and scania r 560

Average driving distance/year: 
120,000 kilometres

best thing about Scania V8: 
“reliability”

AUSTriA

hollabrunn

With a Scania V8, I always feel secure, 
both on the road and when it comes to 
our company’s finances.”

says. “With a Scania V8, I always feel 
secure, both on the road and when it 
comes to our company’s finances.” 

But for Goldinger Gütertransport 
the choice of engine is also a matter of 
productivity. Because they are paid by 
the number of tonnes of potatoes they 
deliver, Günther and his brother must 
maintain a high average speed, even 
on demanding mountain highways.

 “And that’s where only Scania V8 
engines can do the job,” Goldinger 
declares. 

He has also invested in a super-light 
semi-trailer, developed by Austrian 
former F1 racing driver Gerhard 
Berger. 

 “It’s 3.5 tonnes lighter than an ordi-
nary semi-trailer, and we can load 2.5 

tonnes more per shipment,” Goldinger 
says. “That’s important for our profit-
ability, just as high average speed is.”

Günther Goldinger bought his first 
Scania V8 – “a classic Streamliner” – 
in 1991, when he took over his father’s 
transport business. Each new V8, he 
says, has provided him with more 
engine power and also better fuel 
economy.

 “Engine technology is constant-
ly advancing, and I think this is 
most noticeable in the V8 segment,” 
Goldinger says. “The ‘Black King’ is 
the most fuel-efficient to date.” 

Goldinger expects to keep his latest 
V8 for five to seven years, a couple of 
years longer than the norm for a six-
cylinder tractor unit.

 “It’s a more expensive investment 
that requires a longer depreciation 
period, although the second-hand 
value of a Scania V8 is uniquely high,” 
he says. “Emotions also play a part,  
of course. It’s much more difficult  
to part with a V8. They’re so beautiful. 
I wish I could keep them all and  
have them parked outside my  
house, so I could just look at them 
every day.”

But as with so many V8 owners and 
drivers, out on the road is where the 
heart beats fastest. 

 “When I sit behind the wheel of a 
Scania V8, I really feel like the boss of 
my company,” says Goldinger. “That’s 
another part of the V8 feeling, a sense 
of being one of the chosen.” 
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 1.   Sweden, 1977. A Scania  
LBS140 transporting  
concrete powder. 

 2.   Botswana, 2004. The hilly 
terrain in Gaborone, Bot-
swana is conquered by a 
Scania R 480 with B-double 
combination.

 3.   South Africa, 2004. The King 
of the Road, in this case a 
Scania R 470, on “the golden 
road” outside Swellendam in 
South Africa.

 4.   Italy, 2007. Heavy haulage 
performed by a Scania R 620 
in Montepulciano. 

 5.   Australia, 1999. A roadtrain 
pulled by a Scania R144 out-
side Meekatharra in Western 
Australia.

 6.   Switzerland, 1979. High 
above a Swiss city, a Scania 

LBT 140 is heading forward 
with its goods.

 7.   Brazil, 2008. Driver steering 
his Scania R 500 Highline 
with B-double trailer on the 
roads near Camaqua, Brazil.

 8.   Norway, 2005. The hilly and 
sometimes snowy roads in 
Norway are not a challenge 
for a Scania R 580 Topline. 

 9.   Italy, 1977. The high-torque 
V8 helps the driver of this 
Scania LB141 in a hilly part of 
Italy.

 10.   Sweden, 2006. Timber truck, 
a Scania R 580 Topline, out-
side Skellefteå in the north of 
Sweden.

 11.   New Zealand, 1999. Live-
stock transported by a 
Scania R144 in Pakiatua, 
New Zealand.

4

5

THE V8 
AROUND  

THE  
WORLD
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s
OME 40 yEArS of engine 
development lie between 
Scania’s LB140 and its R620. 
These four decades have 
changed the way transport 

companies and drivers work. And 
over the years their demands have 
increased − for better reliability, larger 
and heavier loads, better fuel economy 
and improved road safety.

In 1969 Scania launched an all-new, 
compact 14-litre V8 engine with an 
output of 350 hp in a turbocharged 
version with individual cylinder heads. 
With Europe’s then-most-powerful 
diesel engine for a truck, the Scania 
LBS140 soon won wide acclaim, set-
ting a new standard in the heavy-
truck class and making “driveability” 
a concept. High output combined 

with a torque curve that favoured low 
engine speeds, thus eliminating a lot 
of gear changes and enabling trucks to 
maintain uniform speed in a way that 
pleased drivers. Exhaust emissions 
and noise were still unregulated.   

Today’s 620 hp 16-litre V8 meets 
Euro 5 emission standards. It usually 
operates in heavy long-distance traffic  
or demanding construction haulage.  
With long driving distances and 
many tonnes of cargo, door-to-door 
transport, just-in-time delivery and 
today’s narrow margins, Scania’s most 
powerful engines can make the differ-
ence between a profitable and a losing 
business. 

Despite all the changes, V8 drivers 
in 1969 were just as pleased and proud 
as V8 drivers are today. 

The difference between Scania’s first  
and latest V8 truck is 40 years, 270 hp  
and 1,755 Nm.
Text: Conny Hetting  Photos: Dan Boman

The  
Kings  
meeT

Now & then
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1969
Scania LbS140

14-litre V8

Output: 350 hp  
at 2,300 r/min

Torque: 1,245 nm  
at 1,500 r/min

2009
Scania r620

16-litre V8

Output: 620 hp  
at 1,900 r/min

Torque: 3,000 nm  
at 1,000-1,400 r/min

During this period, average fuel consump-
tion in european long-haul traffic has gone 
from around 50 to approximately 30 litres 
per 100 km.
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AETAnO rOCCO and his brother Gennaro are 
the owners of Rocco Trasporti, a company that 
specialises in transporting refrigerated foods, 
especially fruit and vegetables. In 1976 they took 

over the company, founded by their father, and expanded 
its operations.

In 1987 they bought their first Scania. Today their fleet  
consists of 80 Scania trucks, all V8s, including some with  
620 horsepower. 

Rocco Trasporti provides long-haul transport from the 
Campania region in the south of Italy to northern Italy and 
on into France, Germany, Great Britain and elsewhere.  
In Battipaglia, where Rocco Trasporti is based, the company 
has a big cold storage warehouse. From there, every day 
several trucks loaded with fruits and vegetables start their 
journey.

In Italy the brothers’ transport business is subject to strict 
just-in-time agreements. They have to deliver the food to 
fruit and vegetable markets in northern Italy by established 
times. For other European markets the delivery times are 
more flexible.

inVesTors
in Added 
VAlue
Vehicles with added value give Rocco Trasporti  
prestige and image. With its 80 Scania V8 trucks,  
it can also deliver just in time – always.

CASE

1976 The Dubai Road Express
in the mid-1970s, the world’s longest 

long-haul truck route stretched from 

Sandefjord in Norway to Dubai in the 

United Arab Emirates. Using Scania V8 

engines, this 8,700-kilometre trip took 

three weeks.

to watch out for elk; in the Middle East 

they needed to avoid camels. There was 

a major risk of being attacked, and if you 

avoided getting heatstroke in the desert, 

you might risk freezing to death in the 

mountains of Turkey – all on the same 

journey. 

 “If the hauliers knew what dangers 

The Norwegian company Johan 

Evensen & Sønner made this adventur-

ous journey from Norway once a week. 

The cargo consisted mainly of spare 

parts for oil vessels in the Gulf.

In Norway the company’s drivers had 

we were subjected to, no one would 

have set off,” says one driver. “Luckily 

none of us was killed.” 

During 1969–1975, Johan Evensen 

& Sønner also operated “scheduled 

service” to Bandar Abbas in southern 

Iran, a 16,000-kilometre return trip. The 

company’s trucks made 106 such jour-

Rocco 
Trasporti
based in:  
Battipaglia, italy 

Transport vehicles:  
80 scania V8 trucks

Average driving  
distance/year:  
250,000 kilometres

best thing about a 
Scania V8: “Prestige  
and image”

iTALy

battipaglia

Text: Cecilia Fagerdahl  Photo: Gaetano Vitagliano

g
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In 1976 the V8 driver...
... was listening to Rod Stewart and 

ABBA’s Arrival album, watching the  

third Dirty Harry film, The Enforcer, and  

Sylvester Stallone in Rocky and hearing  

the news that the population of the earth 

had reached 4 billion. 

neys, the fastest trip taking only  

17 days.   

Evensen relied only on the best –  

powerful Scania trucks. At first it used 

LBS76 trucks on the route, but later it 

went with 110 and 140 models.  

The V8 engines of these trucks gave  

vulnerable drivers the sense of security 

that was necessary for a trip with  

90 degree Celsius temperature differ-

ences, constant danger of attack and  

terrible roads.

In the wake of the 1973 oil crisis, the 

need for spare parts in the Gulf dimin-

ished, and the route was discontinued, 

never to be resumed. 
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1982 Most powerful becomes more powerful – and stingier
After more than a year of intensive 

field testing, Scania launched two 

engines that would set new records 

in engine output, torque and specific 

energy consumption.

At the end of 1982 the Scania DSC 

The year before, Scania had per-

formed a gigantic field test in which 

about 100 customers in a number of 

countries put the new engine through 

its paces in different types of driving. 

As expected, many of these test pilots 

14 01 was Europe’s most powerful 

truck diesel engine. The charge air-

cooled V8 had an output of 420 hp 

even at 1900 r/min – 100 revs lower 

than the previously most powerful 

engine, also from Scania.

CASE

Both brothers are real V8 enthusiasts; they appreciate  
the “elasticity” and the torque of these powerful engines, 
which allow them to maintain a constant speed in any 
terrain. 

“When you have to drive a just-in-time shipment, you 
need to be sure that the goods will reach the destination at 
the agreed time,” Gaetano Rocco says. “The drivers have to 
maintain a stable speed even if they have to travel through 
high mountains. That’s why we chose Scania V8 engines.” 

Reliability is another big plus with these engines, he says. 
Since they bought their first V8 trucks, they have never had 
to worry about breakdowns. 

“Of course things happen on the road,” Rocco says,  
“but the reliability of these engines is one of the reasons  
we decided to have nothing but V8 engines in our fleet.  
In the long run it’s worth it.” 

ThE V8 EnSUrES that they will always get there on time, 
Rocco says, and drivers appreciate the engine characteristics 
and driveability, as well as the comfort behind the wheel. 

“We employ professional drivers, and we want them to 
be comfortable so their work is more pleasant,” he says. 
“We know sometimes it’s a hard task to reach a certain 
market on time, but with the support of the right vehicle 
it’s easier.” And, he says, the fuel efficiency of the V8s is 
“excellent”. 

For Gaetano and Gennaro Rocco, their V8s are a sym-
bol of distinctiveness and a source of pride, putting them 
ahead of the competition. Rocco Trasporti pays close 
attention to its vehicles and has bought some limited  
Italian editions of the Scania V8 truck.

Says Gaetano Rocco: “Our vehicles are well known on 
Italian and other European roads. The drivers are proud to 
drive them, and they are often stopped by colleagues who 
want to have a closer look. We invest only in vehicles with 
added value. For us, Scania represents prestige and image  
as well as vehicles we can rely on, which for us is the main 
purpose for having V8 trucks.” 

Rocco Trasporti is 
investing for the 

future by taking care 
of its vehicles, drivers 

and customers.
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In 1982 the V8 driver...
... was listening to Billy Idol’s 

debut album and Blondie, watch-

ing Gandhi and Rocky II and 

being shocked by the Falklands 

War between Great Britain and 

Argentina. 

chose to take maximum advantage 

of the higher output their engines 

provided. By driving faster uphill, they 

admittedly got to their destinations 

faster, but at the expense of higher fuel 

consumption. 

But the field test drivers who took 

proper advantage of their extra power 

resources – for example, using the  

high tractability of the engines to reduce 

the number of gear changes – were 

rewarded with better fuel economy,  

in some cases several litres per  

100 kilometres, compared with similar  

driving with non-charge-cooled 

engines.

Text: Conny Hetting  Photos: Carl-Erik Andersson

A V8 engine is a functional work of art. From the foundry 
furnace in Germany to the parquet floor of the assembly 

hall in Södertälje, every production step involves  
modular design, tailor-made solutions, environmental 

considerations and constant quality assurance. 

The art of building a

legend
s

inCE 1969 Scania has manu-
factured more than 250,000 
V8 engines. Each one of them 
is unique, adapted for a par-

ticular truck and to the wishes of a 
particular customer.

Not just anyone can be trusted to 
build the heart of the “King of the 
Road”. V8 engine blocks are cast  
with the highest precision at  
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PRODUCTION

V8 engine blocks are cast 
with the highest precision at 
Halberg Guss, a high-quality 
foundry in Leipzig, Germany…”

1989 “Mr V8 and the low-rev philosophy”
when the V8 celebrated its 20th anni-

versary, the man behind the engine had 

just retired. But he liked looking in his 

crystal ball and predicted today’s high-

tech, reliable engines. 

Throughout the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s, 

Bengt Gadefelt was directly involved in 

and in charge of the design and produc-

tion of Scania’s diesel engines. He led 

the task of creating the V8 engine and 

the “low-rev philosophy” that Scania 

would turn into a concept. A compact, 

powerful, low-rev engine would provide 

better operating economy, longer service 

life and less noise.

 “We established how a truck is 

normally driven,” Gadefelt explained at 

the time. “Based on cruising speed on 

the road, we tried to adapt the charac-

teristics of the engine and the overall 
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In 1989 the V8 driver...
... was listening to Tom Petty’s 

Full Moon Fever and the Rolling 

Stones’ Steel Wheels, going to see 

Batman and the third Indiana Jones 

film and cheering as the Berlin Wall 

was torn down. 

gearing of the truck in such a way that 

the engine would run as economically 

as possible.”

Two years before the 20th anniver-

sary, a major new step in the develop-

ment of the V8 occurred. Electronically 

controlled fuel injection boosted engine 

output and improved driver comfort. 

Gadefelt foresaw this and retired as a 

strong supporter of the new electronics.

 “More electronics in engines is 

excellent,” he said. “First, we adapt the 

factory-built engine to its transport task. 

Second, today’s electronic components 

are highly reliable. In future systems, the 

risk of failure will be minimal.”  

Halberg Guss, a high-quality foundry in Leipzig, Germany −  
a city with a long, proud tradition of engineering excellence. 
The foundrymen of Leipzig began acquiring their reputation 
as early as the 1880s.   

The V8 engine blocks are then driven by truck to Scania  
in Södertälje, Sweden, for machining before they reach the 
specially built assembly line, where every production step  
has been designed in collaboration with Scania’s research  
and development department. There is a constant focus on 
quality assurance. The engines must be easy to assemble and 
the fitters’ working environment must be structured in a way 
that prevents incorrect assembly. 

ThErE ArE MAny steps in the V8 production process designed 
to prevent mistakes: 

When the engine block arrives at a station, everything is in 
place and prepared, like in an operating theatre. A “server” has 
delivered tools, fuel filters, rocker arms, bearing brackets and 
everything else that is needed. The fitter can focus entirely on 
the assembly process. 

Electrical tools for tightening bolts will not let the engine 
pass further down the line if a single bolt has not been suf-
ficiently tightened. The tools keep track of parameters such as 
the number of revolutions each bolt has turned, the number 
of bolts used and the tightening torque applied. A computer 
linked to the tools monitors the whole process and ensures 
that everything is done properly. The results are displayed on  
a monitor for the fitters to check.

Optical readers scan colour codes on the pistons. In this 
way, the pistons are fitted in exactly the right position.

Some components, such as fuel-system components, are 
pressed into place on the engine with the use of quick-release 
couplings. The result is a simpler and more precise connection.

Cable markings show exactly where wiring clamps are to be 
fitted, making it easier to install wiring, since the fitter knows  
in advance where each attachment point is located.

The assembly line  
for the V8 engines  

is designed to give  
the employees a  

sustainable working 
environment.
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1997 Jan’s secret love
For two and a half years, Jan Østlie 

had a secret relationship. And after 

300,000 kilometres with Scania’s new 

V8 he could not imagine another. It was 

all about strength, operating economy – 

and genuine love. 

Østlie had driven Scania’s largest 

and most powerful trucks for a decade 

when, in 1997, he was entrusted with 

the transport world’s then most secret 

engine. Parallel with his regular job  

at the Norwegian subsidiary of  

Swedish-based transport group ASG, 

he would be working as a field test driver 

for a disguised, totally new 16-litre V8.

After completing his field tests, Østlie 

was full of praise.

“This 16-litre V8 is much stronger at low 

revs and within a larger working range,” 

he reported. “The engine is perfect on 
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Engine On Line is a concept for managing all V8 engine 
deviations, which are reported directly to the V8 assembly line. 
Its main purpose is to allow real-time reactions and begin cor-
rections immediately. 

SCAniA’S MODULAr SySTEM has left its mark on the V8 engine 
in many ways. Bolts are a good example. The number of bolt 
variants has been greatly reduced, which naturally reduces the 
risk that a fitter will choose the wrong type of bolt.

“At present, the V8 line is engaged in a pilot project concerning 
our working methods and how we produce engines,” explains 
Magnus Jensen, one of the production supervisors at the V8 
assembly line. “This will later be disseminated to other Scania 
workshops.”

The V8 assembly line employs about 45 people in one shift. 
Staff turnover is almost zero and the level of absences is very 
low. Many of the fitters have considerable experience and were 

The V8 line has a total of  
25 stations. Only one –  
the heavy job of torque-
tightening for the cyl-
inder heads and other 
components – is fully 
automated.”

... was listening to Bob Dylan’s 

Time Out of Mind and ZZ Top’s 

Degüello and watching the 18th Bond 

film, Tomorrow Never Dies, and was 

shaken by the death of Princess 

Diana in a car crash. 

In 1997 the V8 driver...long, slippery ascents, since gear chang-

ing is not needed as often as before.” 

For Østlie, just like so many other V8 

drivers, a V8 was more than a truck. It 

was a way of life.

 “Once you have started driving a 

V8, it easily becomes habit-forming,” 

he said. “And when you experience 

the reliability of this engine, and how 

economical it is, it takes a lot to make 

you change your mind and go back to 

another engine.” 

On the following pages you can read 

more about the engine Jan Østlie tested.

involved in planning, designing and building the line. They have 
balanced stations, produced tools and fixtures and undergone 
further training in a variety of courses. Each fitter can adjust 
the working height and the angle of the engine block to suit his 
or her build. The biggest success factor is that fitters “own” and 
develop their own workstations, which is clear from the results 
in terms of product quality, process and working environment.

The assembly line has a bright, spacious working area with 
parquet flooring that is kinder to employees’ feet and knees. 
The noise level is low, due among other things to the acoustics 
and the few machines used. The numerous manual tasks are 
designed for maximum quality, and although they are repetitive, 
they aren’t monotonous. The V8 fitters also switch between sta-
tions, which provides variation and a more interesting workday. 

The V8 line has a total of 25 stations. Only one – the heavy 
job of torque-tightening for the cylinder heads and other  
components – is fully automated. 
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For three generations, the Norwegian family business  
Th. Holene A.S has relied on the power  

of Scania V8 engines to haul cargoes in one  
of the hilliest countries in Europe.

Text and photos: Conny Hetting

sTill going sTrong 
Over a million kilometres – 

CASE

2000 A new legend is born
in 1993 Scania’s engine designers 

were given a new assignment: to build 

a new V8 using the same cylinders as in 

the just developed 12-litre engine.

The new engine should have elec-

tronic unit injectors and should meet 

Euro 3 emission standards. In addition, 

it should have the potential to accom-

modate even more stringent emission 

standards in the future.

The new V8 engine should also share 

as many components as possible with 

Scania’s six-cylinder engines to mini-

mise new parts, simplify production and 

decrease training requirements.

Seven years later, after intensive 

development in cooperation with its 

customers, Scania introduced an all-

new 16-litre V8 Euro 3 engine to gradu-

ally replace the 14-litre V8. The new 
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hafslo

nOrwAy

Th. Holene A.S
based in: Hafslo, norway 

Transport vehicles: 10 scania V8 
trucks

Average driving distance/year: 
110,000 to 150,000 kilometres

best thing about a Scania V8: 
“engine power”

With their  
power and  

fantastic 
torque, they 

just float  
over the 

mountains.
Thorbjørn Holene,  

Th. Holene A.S

n
O OThEr Scania market 
has such a high propor-
tion of vehicles with V8 
engines. In Norway, 60 
percent of all the Scania 

trucks sold are V8s. The reason can be 
found in the topography. The country  
is made up of thousands of high 
mountains and deep valleys, steep 
fjords and narrow winding roads − a 
challenge for every driver and vehicle.

Th. Holene A.S was established in 
1936. Based in Hafslo on the magnifi-
cent Sognfjord, it is perhaps the most 
beautifully located transport company 
in the world. When its drivers leave the 
garage, what they see is literally a pan-
oramic view of lakes and mountains.

When founder Thoralf Holene saw, 
and heard, a Scania with a V8 engine 
in the early 1970s, a new era began at 
the company. He decided that hence-
forth, whenever possible, he would 
buy only V8s. His sons were equally 
devoted to V8s when they took over 
the company, and now that Thoralf’s 
grandchildren are beginning to make 
the important decisions at the com-
pany, Scania V8s still dominate the 
operations of Th. Holene A.S.

“One can say that V8s revolution-
ised our transport work in Norway,” 
says Thorbjørn Holene, son of Tho-
ralf, who recently handed over the 
company to his sons.

OVEr ThE yEArS, the company has 
hauled everything from milk and 
livestock to mixed cargo and alumin-
ium roofs for cruise ships. No matter 
which direction Holene’s 25 drivers 
take, major challenges await. From sea 
level, they usually drive to an altitude 
of more than 1,000 metres in a few 
hours. Their most common transport 
route, east towards the Norwegian 
capital of Oslo, takes them up to 1,324 
metres above sea level. For much of 
the year, these poor-quality roads are 
covered with snow and ice, and the 

only way to get through safely is by 
driving in a well-organised, carefully 
monitored convoy of vehicles.  

“We carry heavy loads over a lot 
of steep hills, but our V8 trucks are 
very stubborn and good-natured,” 
Thorbjørn Holene explains. “With 
their power and fantastic torque, they 
just float over the mountains. And no 
matter how cold it is, you can always 
rely on these diesel engines to start. 
Up in the mountains it can often drop 
below –30 °C, and we have experi-
enced –46 °C.”

For Th. Holene A.S, the V8 trucks 
fulfil another important function. 
They help this little haulage company, 
situated in a small village in western 
Norway, keep its experienced, highly 
skilled drivers. 

“Driving a Scania is a sign of status 
in itself,” Holene says. “But always 
being able to drive a Scania V8 is the 
icing on the cake for Norwegian  
drivers. Our success as a transport 
company is based on this unbeatable  
combination − the best trucks operated 
by the best drivers.” 

SEVEnTEEn yEArS AgO, the 25,000th 
Scania truck in Norway was deliv-
ered to the Holene family. It was a 
Scania 143 V8, and it soon became the 
favourite of the company’s drivers. 
After eight years, when it was about  
to be replaced, the drivers protested 
and asked the company to keep the 
truck. Today it has travelled 1.2 million 
kilometres and is still used for three 
trips a week. 

...was listening to U2’s Beautiful Day 

and Madonna’s cover of the Don McLean 

anthem, American Pie, watching Russell 

Crowe in Gladiator and being thankful that 

the world’s computers didn’t collapse with 

advent of the new millennium.

engine was modularised with many 

components in common with 11/12-litre 

six-cylinder engines.

Technical highlights of the new 16-litre 

V8 were its compact, modular design and 

its power and torque delivery, resulting in 

excellent driveability, good environmental 

performance and high fuel efficiency.

Scania’s 16-litre V8-engine gradually 

took over from the 14-litre V8, which 

could brag about an exceptional track 

record with operators. Renowned for 

its performance, ruggedness and reli-

ability, the 14-litre had for many years 

been the top-selling high-output engine 

in the market. 

In 2000 the V8 driver...
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2006 “The last great freedom”
The german trade magazine Fern-

fahrer invited a number of experienced 

drivers of different truck makes to test 

Scania’s new 620 hp V8. Their praise 

was never-ending. 

With the new engine, the Scania R 620 

Black Forest, a number of German pro-

fessional drivers exchanged their every-

day vehicles for a driving experience 

beyond the ordinary.

“This is what I call an engine,” 

declared Hans-Jürgen Schiffman, who 

could haul 40 tonnes from Munich to 

Rotterdam without a single gear change 

on uphill stretches. Its unique 3,000 Nm 

of torque simply flattened out the rolling 

landscape of central Germany.  

In the hills around Kassel and the 

Vicente Escudero views his 22 Scania V8 trucks as an investment  
in image. With his high-profile fleet, for 20 years he has succeeded  
in meeting the needs of his demanding customers, and he is  
continuously adding new ones. Text: Conny Hetting  Photos: Juan Aroca

MAgE MEAnS A LOT in the Murcia region. Fast cars, big 
motorcycles and powerful engines excite passions in 
this fertile south-eastern corner of Spain. Among the 
many small haulage companies that make their living by 
transporting fresh fruit and vegetables to other parts of 

Europe, Scania V8s traditionally enjoy the highest prestige −  
an emotional ranking that is passed from father and mother to 
son and daughter.

“All the hauliers here know that Scania V8s are the biggest, 
best and most beautiful,” explains Vicente Escudero at his 
transport company in the small village of Cox. “But not every-
one can afford them.”

Here in the centre of “Europe’s grocery basket”, Escudero’s 
prestigious fleet loads up broccoli, lettuce, strawberries and 
oranges that will reach Great Britain, the Netherlands, Germany  
or southern Sweden within 60 hours. Given the prevailing 
rules for driving and resting hours, this requires driving at 
maximum permitted speed once the cargo is en route.  

“On the long, difficult uphill stretches over the Pyrenees, only 

CASE

require 
scAniA V8

cusTomers 

i
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In 2006 the V8 driver...
... was listening to Bob Dylan’s Mod-

ern Times and Red Hot Chili Peppers’ 

Stadium Arcadium, going to see a new 

Bond film, Casino Royale, and watching 

Italy defeat France on penalties at the 

World Cup football final.

ordinarily drove a Mercedes Actros. 

“This is the last great freedom.”

“It has really mean traction,” said Math-

ias Knabe, a Renault Magnum driver. “A 

cutie I could get accustomed to. I’ll attach 

my trailer and take it with me.”

“This no longer has much to do with 

work,” said Andreas Schell, whose 

regular truck was a Volvo FH12.  

“It’s child’s play.”

Nowadays 
some  
customers 
require that 
their goods 
be delivered 
by Scania V8.”
Vicente Escudero, 
Vicente E. Escudero S.L.

V8s can manage it,” Escudero says. “That is where we can gain 
between two and three hours, compared to a ‘normal’ tractor.” 

On this particular Tuesday morning, driver Antonio Lopez 
is getting his R580 ready outside Vicente E. Escudero S.L. At 2 
p.m. on Thursday, he is scheduled to deliver fresh broccoli to 
a wholesaler in Peterborough, England. Ahead of him he has 
a mountain range, heavily trafficked motorways, an overnight 
stay, the English Channel – and 2,140 kilometres. 

“TO TELL ThE TrUTh, I don’t know how I would manage with-
out a Scania V8 engine,” he says. “It gives me the small time 
margins I need so that I can always deliver just in time.” 

But for the proud owner of the transport company, this is not 
so important. Even if fruit and vegetable customers were less 
demanding about delivery times, or if he could handle their ship-
ments using cheaper vehicles, Vicente Escudero says he would 
never dream of having anything but a pure Scania V8 fleet.

“For me,” he says, “this is an investment in pure image, which 
in turn generates business for me. All my customers know that 

the vehicles I use are the best available. Even though I’m not 
the cheapest, they stay with me, and we can continue to develop 
our business. Nowadays some customers even require that 
their goods be delivered by Scania V8.”

ThiS ExCLUSiVE TASTE in vehicles also creates stability 
among employees. Vicente E. Escudero S.L. employs 32 drivers, 
and most of them have worked at the company for many years.

“Now all of them are so spoiled that they refuse to drive 
anything but a Scania V8,” Escudero says.

Just like Scania, Escudero works to realise continuous 
improvements in his business. He is often quick to buy new 
products and services from Scania that can provide his own 
customers with added value. And he still occasionally drives  
a shipment across Europe himself, so that he can meet custom-
ers and keep up to date on their needs.

“Besides, I still love to drive a Scania V8,” he says. “Especially 
at night, when there is only the engine, me and that sound  
… a pure symphony orchestra.” 

SPAin

Vicente E.  
Escudero S.L.
based in: cox, near  
murcia, spain 

Transport vehicles:  
22 mixed scania V8 trucks

Average driving  
distance/year:  
220,000 kilometres

best thing about a 
Scania V8: “The best  
conceivable image”

Cox



You’re holding a tribute to the 
legendary Scania V8 in your 
hand. 28 pages jammed with 
information about the trucks, 
the people, and the applica-
tions for which the Scania V8 is 
essential. 

The power and torque of the 
V8 engine have been the most 
significant characteristics and 
will continue to be with future 
developments. Fuel efficiency 
is also key. So is the remark-
able sound of a running Scania 
V8. The Scania V8 is more than 
an engine – it has become a 
lifestyle. 

Join us on a tour through the 
development and manufactur-
ing departments where this 
masterpiece is built, around 
the world where it’s used, and 
through the past forty years of 
success. 

Let the stories from other 
drivers and hauliers inspire you. 
The pride of their choice of life 
on the road – with the King of 
the Road – cannot be mistaken. 
What’s your choice?

A LEGEND 
AT YOUR 
SERVICE
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